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EC Te Help Development in Eastern Germany 


AU 3003162391 Berlin NEUE ZEIT in German 
26 Mar 91 p9Y 


[ADN report: “EC Help for Reconstruction of New 
fer™] 

[Text] Bonn (ADN)}—The EC Commission will support 
the development and the training in the new laender and 
in eastern Berlin with a relief program scheduled to 
occur over three years. As the German Labor Ministry 
reported on Monday. 4.35 billion German marks [DM] 
will be provided for regional and agricultural projects 
and DM1.85 billion for labor market and professional 
policy measures. Since an additional 50 percent cach is 
added to these funds from national means. altogether 
DM12.4 billion will be provided by this program for 
eastern Germany. In the ministry's opinion, with the 
mear.s available, about 100,000 people can be helped by 
qualification or further training measures, the establish- 
ment of new businesses, and employment help. 


Community ‘Troika’ Plans Visit to Iran 3 Apr 
400104101791 Rome ANSA in English 0904 GMT 
| Apr 91 


[Text] Brussels, April | (ANSA)}—The European Com- 
munity’s troika of foreign ministers will be back in 
Tehran this Wednesday only four days after one of its 
members, Italy's Gianni de Michels, got back home 
from his own three-day visit to Iran. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1 


Sources at Luxembourg’s duty Presidency, held by for- 
eign minister Jacques Poos, say a political settlement for 
the Gulf will be the focus of the {word indistinct} day of 
talks with Iranian diplomatic chief ‘Ali Akbar Velayati. 


Accoréing to De Michelis’ briefing of reporters after his 
retur= home on Saturday, the troika, [word indistinct] 
De Michels, his predecessor, and Poos’ successor, Hans 
van den Brock of Holland will be met with a “great 
readiness for intense political dialogue.” 


“Il was able to confirm the pragmatic and realistic 
attitude with which Tehran is dealing with the issues of 
the post-crisis Gulf,” De Michelis added. “The Iranian 
leadership played a very constructive role during the 
war, and | expect the same to be the case in the post-war 
phase, even if some Iranian positions don't correspond 
to Italy's or Europe's.” 


Italian sources said De Michelis’ talks in the Iranian 
capital disclosed Iranian interest in expanding ties in all 
fields, but even more the strength of the Iranian Gov- 
ernment’s interest for De Michelis’ proposal for a Hel- 
sinki style conference on security and cooperation in the 
Mediterranean, even if Tehran's priority remains 
(ensuring) that Gulf security is in the hands of the 
region's governments. 


The sources said De Michelis, the first Italian foreign 
minister to visit Iran since 1979. when the Islamic 
revolution ousted the shah, while clearing the path for 
the troika’s visit, also confirmed Iranian attention for 
ties with the EC. 
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Nowotny believes that all these developments call for a 
number of responses. Thus, to compensate for the effect 
of more expensive rail transport on transportation poli- 
cies, truck fees should be raised promptly. and the 
environment-tax negotiations should still be concluded 


this year. 


In view of EES-triggered budget increases, tax reform 
should be neutral with regard to cost. The economy 
could not experience any net casing of the tax burden 
because business tax payments are lagging far behind 
payroll taxes: only structural shifts are belheved possibic. 


With regard to tax assessments, Nowotny wants to return 
to the ratio between such assessments and actual real 


AUSTRIA 3 


estate market values established in 1976. since market 
values have risen three times as fast as the assessed 
value. The resulting increase in property taxes could be 
avoided for “normal” properties by increasing ¢xemp- 
lions. 


With regard to the lending business, Nowotny 1s asking 
for a better statement of conditions, for restricting pro- 
motional activities (for instance in targeting the young). 
and. finally. for a change in the insolvency law. Insolvent 
private individuals should not be forced to exist on a 
minimum subsistence level for life but only for seven 
years. Minimum capital outlays (margin requirements) 
should be specified for stock purchases on margin. 
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Protestant Action Force Attack Provokes Outrage 


LD3003093891 London TisE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
in English 30 Mar 91 pi 


[Report by Chris Ryder and AJ. Mcliroy] 


[Excerpt] Outrage and revulsion united rival groups m 
Ulster last night after the murder of three Roman Cath- 
olics, two of them teenage girls. Mr. lan Parsicy. icadcr of 
the Democratic Unionist Party. called on Protcsiant 
paramilitary groups to end sectarian attacks and Sinn 
Fein, political wing of the IRA, announced that marches 
to mark the 7Sth anniversary of the Dublin Easter Rising 
had been cancelled. Police concentrated imaquirics on 
suspects believed to be the hard core of a gang respon- 
sible for more than a dozen killings in the last 18 months 


Mr. Parsely said that those who commiutied such diabol- 
ical deeds as the three killings could be described im the 
wore* of Holy Scripture as “brute beasts made to be 
tak -» ond destroyed”. His call to the paramilitaries was 
regarded as notable because, i the past. he has reserved 
his strongest condemnation for IRA outrages. Observers 
regard his latest statement as a sign that he wants to see 
the forthcoming political talks on the future Northern 
Ireland make progress. 


The [PAF] Protestant Action Force, a cover name used 
by the illegal Ulster Volunteer Force. sand yesterday that 
it was responsible for murdering the three Roman Cath- 
olics in Graigavon, 20 miles south west of Belfast 


Sinn Fein said Easter marches in Lurgan, Portadown. 


Maghery. and Derrymacash were being called off as a 
mark of respect for the families of the three victims 


The dead were named by the RUC [Royal Ulster Con- 
stabulary] as Katrina Rennie, 16, from Meadowbrook. 
Craigavon, Eileen Duffy, 19. a secretary, also of Mcead- 
owbrook. and Bnan Frizell, 29. an unmarned plumber 
from Ardowen. Craigavon. 


The killings were cold bloodedly vicious even by Ulster 
standards, according to police. The killers, who arrived 
in a stolen Ford van, first pulled a 14-year-old girl by the 
hair from the mobile shop. The victims were picked out 
by the hooded who walked into the mobile shop 
and in front of customers, shot dead the two girls who 
were behind the counter. Mr. Frizell was made to hic on 
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the ground and was shot several tomes before the gunmen 
escaped mm the Ford van. which was later found burned 
oul about a mule away 


Unmonrst and Nathonalist politecsans pounced thc RUC m 
appealing to members of the public no maticr what thew 
background to report anythong that mught help track 
down the killers. Police beheve the murderers are mem- 
bers of a gang based im the arca between Lurgan and 
Portadown. Detectives described the hooded killer as a 
“sectarian psychopathe killer”. They beleve the same 
gang was behind the killing of four Catholics at a pub in 
Cappagh. Co Tyronc. at the beginning of the month 
which was claamed by the Ulster Volunteer Force. The 
pole are under partecular pressure to arrest the terror- 
mts because of the political talks on Ulster's future 
arranged by the Northern Ircland Secretary, Mr. Peter 
Brook 


The Dublin government called for a full report on the 
murders, through the Anglo-Irish Secretariat and, im a 
Statement. sand that was imperative the killers be 


brought to justice 


In a statement to the PRESS ASSOCIATION in Belfast, 
the Protestant Action Force [PAF] claumed the mobile 
grocery store was owned by a “known killer” and that 
one of the victoms, Enleen Duffy. was mvolved m the 
republican cause 


The statement sard: “This attack was direct reprisal for 
the attack in Londonderry on police widow Mrs 
Cooke.” Mrs. Margaret Cooke, a crvihan employee at the 
divisional police headquarters in Londonderry was shot 
and injured eight days ago after driving her sports car 
away from work. Her hushand Tom was shot dead im 
1987 


The caller said on the statement. “The PAF gives warning 
that all republican businesses and their staff and all those 
who serve or employ republican terrorists or Sinn Fein 
members shall be regarded as legitimate targets until 
such tome that the IRA publicly withdraws the threats of 
assassination compictcly against all Protestants irrespec- 
tive of their occupation 


“We warn all members of the public to stay away from 
all businesses owned by and staffed by known republi- 
cans.” [passage omitted] 
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Genscher Comments on European U nification 
11 3103175591 C oleene Dewtschlandtunk Network 
om German O9OS GUT 31 Mar 9! 


[Interview with Forerygn Minister Hans-Dectrech Gen- 
scher by Hans-Jocrg Kneger. place and date not given — 
recorded] 


[Text] [Aneger] Mr. Genscher, there was an umportant 
day for the foresgn munrstcr in the month ending today 
On 15 March he received written confirmation that. 
after the three Western victorious powers. the Sovict 
L'mon ratified the two-plus-four treaty as well. In cass 
way. Germany's full sovereignty has been restored. What 
ded you feel when the Sovict ambassador handed the 
ratification document over to you” 


[Genscher] That was a day of great significance for Ger- 
many. Basically. three dates were wmportant im thes con- 
nection: |) September. when the two-plus-four treaty was 
signed in Moscow, 3 October 1990, the day of German 
unification, and 15 March. which was forgotten or over- 
looked by many—the day when our full sovereignty and 
our full capacity to act un Europe was restored. For me this 
was a day of satssfaction, but also a day of relief. 1 thonk 
that this day should be entered im the history books 
because Germany's full sovereignty was restored after 
decades of division and after decades of limited, even if 
mcreasing. sovereignty. Germany can now assume its full 
responsitility im and for Europe and the world. We are 
shouldering thes responsibility as part of the EC. as a 
member of the Western alliance, and within 1’ ¢ framework 
of the CSCE process. When I speak of rv sponsibility, | 
reyect any form of power politics. German | 1s not power- 
hungry. but Germany 1s willing to meet the responsibility 
resultong from its increased size in Europ «. 


[Kreger] Do you think that you might safeguard 
Crerman interests with greater emphasis and with 
increased self-confidence im the future” 


[Genscher] As Thomas Mann rightly stated im his 
address to the German youth—he stressed that we do not 
want a German Europe but a European Germany. which 
was a reyection of power politics and an onentation 
toward Europe—Germany has linked itself and its fate 
with Europe. At the beginning of this week at the 
mecting of the EC foreign ministers in Luxembourg— 
when we discussed a common foreign. security, and 
defense policy —! pointed out that the united Germany 
will serve European unification with its mcreased 
weight. We want to promote European unification. This 
8 the European offer of the Germans to the EC states 
We ask the EC states to accept the offer. 


[Kreger] Partecopants mm this session reported that your 
appeal to your colleagues to accept this offer was very 
urgent. Was there also a certain threatening undertonc” 
What were you arming at” 


[Genscher] No, there was no threatening underionc. | 
wanted to point out that every decision 1s made against a 


GERMANY s 


histonc background. German unrfication 1s such a hestornc 
background. It so happened | at German unificatron com- 
cxded with acw efforts to transform che EC into a polsucal. 
cconomac, and monctary unson. Thus. with my appeal | 
wanted to make cicar to the |! other states that the ensied 
Germany 1 making vis full contribution to the EC on the 
path toward the European uwmon. and thal 4 1 serous 
about ts European commitment. because we know that 
the EC represents a hope for the European peopics. We 
musi realize thai stronger integratvon within the EC creates 
the possibility for ali of ws to face up to the actual great 
European chalienge—the climination of the division of 
Europe and of the borders. and support for the reform 
movements in Central and Eastern Europe. If | mention 
Europe. | am speaking of a Europe including the Soviet 
Union, because the European peace order tha! we want to 
establish © not possible without the Sovict Union. and 
much less «© against the Sovect Union 


[Kreger] “ct me come back to your offer to the EC 
partners. Cone cannot rule owt that they will not accept the 
offer. However. our responsibility has also increased 
toward the reform-minded countries in Central and 
Eastern Europe. With 25 bilhon German marks. the FRG 
18 making a disproportionatecly large contribution m com- 
parison with the other Western mndusinal states. Can thes 
not result im a certain oOnentation toward the cast” 


[Genscher] Our offer to create the European umon 1s 
aimed at preventing thes. | proceed from the assumption 
that our offer will be accepted. The French foreign 
minister, who spoke after myself, emphatically stressed 
the historec sognificance of thes German-European offer 
However. | would like to take the opportunity of replying 
10 your qucstron and appeal to all our partners mm the EC, 
the United States. and mm Canada to realize the great 
responsibility that the Western mndusinal states are 
facing mm Connection with reform policies in Central and 
Eastern Europe. We Germans do not want to monopo- 
hize aid for the East. We do not want to assume a special 
position, but we are ynterested on providing help together 
with our partners in the West. In my view, the cconom- 
wally strong EC also bears great responsibility. Narrow- 
mindedness must not prevail here. but the historical 
perspective must be seen—a historical perspective 
linked with successful reform poles im Central and 
Eastern Europe. including successful cconomic policies 


[Krieger] The fact that a security vacuum has formed im 
Central and Eastern Europe as a result of the collapse of 
the Warsaw Pact cannot leave the FRG Government 
indifferent. Some of these countries are now secking 
closer tics with NATO. In Germany there are voces 
suggesting the acceptance of these countries in NATO 
Do you also believe that the door should be left open for 
these countries. of do you belheve that Sovict mterests 
should be taken into consideration here” 


[Genscher] Theis interview takes place on a historic date 
The integration im the Warsaw Paci 1s ending today 
When the corresponding decrsson was announced im 
Budapest a few weeks ago. t drew littl international 
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atientson. A few years ago. nt would have been a world 
sensation. This shows how much we have gotten used to 
the bavac changes im Europe. The Western alliance. 
NATC. has turned out to be a factor of stability. whech ss 
no longer seen as a threat by the Sovect Union. In turn. 
we no longer view the Sovect Laon as a threat. NATO's 
offer to the pressdents of the sates mm Central and 
Eastern Europe to vist the NATO headquaricrs and 
hold talks there has meanwhile been accepted by CSFR 
Pressdent Aavel. | am convinced that other pressdents 
will follow hrs exampic. including Sovect Pressdent Gor- 
bachey. Former Foreign Minisicr Shevardnadze paid a 
visit to NATO some tome ago. A ncw relationship 
emerging here. lt will be wmportant for us to create 
all-European security structures. in which the Ceniral 
and Eastern European statics will find their own place. 
where they will find their own place im full security 
These will be the adequate new structures. Thus. 1 ts 
advisable for the Central and Eastern European states 
not to seck membership im the Western alhance. Thes 
also corresponds to the alhance’s attitude. because mt 1s 
not im Our mmterest that the changes mm Europe icad to a 
new division of the continent. a divison that would run 
along the western border of the Soviet LU mon 


[Krieger] We are only at the beginning. however The 
so-called cooperative security structures of which you 


are speaking have not progressed very far, What wll 
happen until they become effective” 


[Genscher] Important clements cart already. Onc 
important structural clement of cooperative security 
Structures 1s the western alhance. NATO. Disarmament 
agreements have been concluded and more will be signed 
m the future. Confidence-building measures have been 
mitiated. The first CSCE foreign ministers’ conference 
on the basis of the Charter of Europe. signed im 
November, will be held in Berlin in June. Thus the 
architecture of a European security and peace order 1s 
becoming visible. The Central and Eastern European 
States will find their own place om this order on a way that 
will allow them to develop in secure freedom 


[Kreger] As far as confidence-building measures im 
Europe are concerned. it is important that treaties arc 
fulfilled. That is exactly what the Sovict Umon docs not 
do im connection with the agreement on conventional 
disarmament. It alloceted several divisions to the Navy. 
which 1s against the agreement. and 11 transferred several 
thousand heavy weapons systems behind the Urals. an 
area that 1s not covered by the treaty. This leads to a 
delay im the ratification process. Do you have informa. 
tron that this problem might be settled soon” 


[Genscher] The fact that the Soviet Union did not want the 
rules of the CSCE treaty to apply to the weapons systems of 
the three divisions that were allocated to the Navy and to 
the weapons systems of the naval infantry and the naval 
paratrooper forces is of special significance. We made it 
very clear that the CSCE treaty must be fulfilled im the 
form in which it was concluded. | belreve that these serous 
statements that also ensure the credibility of disarmament 
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agreements will not remam erthout mmpact Apparently 
there were forces mm the Sovect Union thal were not m 
agreement «sth the CSCE treaty and that ined to change 
the treaty to thew advantage or to what they consder thew 
zdvantage. | proceed trom the assemption that we will 
acheeve the emplementation of the treaty mm the form m a 
was concluded. During my talks with Gorbachev. a 
became very clear how signsficant thes agreement and ss 
ratsfication are for him as well 


[Kineger] Mr. Genscher. the Federal Government fects 
especially responsible for the development of the EC 

Here. the concept of a European defense policy 5 under 
preparation. Proposals have been made thai the Western 
European Unmon. which has so far been a discusson 
club. should be transformed imto a muilitary-poliical 
mstrument of the EC. You are an advocate of thes wica 
What docs the realization of these plans mmply” Does this 
mean that the Western European Umon will have its 
own armed forces” 


[Genscher] Let me first stress that there 1s agreement 
within the EC thai we need a common foreign policy. a 
common security policy. and a common defense policy 
What +s still under discussion 1s the question of whether 
the Western European Union should be the instrument of 
the common security and defense policy France and 
Germany beheve that thes should be the case. They can 
rely on the support of pumcrous states. Thus. one can say 
that the mayorty of states favors this organizateonal struc- 
ture because 1 well allow ws to act in the sphere of defense 
policy. not outssde NATO because we do fol want to 
abandon NATO. Quite the contrary, we will establish a 
European identity m terms of foreign. security. and 
defense policy. It will also lead to the strengthening of the 
European pillar of the Western alliance and at the same 
tume to the strengthening of the Western alliance and the 
transatianixc partnership. We will certasnly have jot 
armed forces within the framework of a common Euro- 
pean defense policy. This 1s totally in the spirit of the 
Western alhance, of NATO. because its ability to act will 
be strengthened as a result of increasing integration 


[Kreger] Will there be a European command” 


[Genscher] We have the command structures of the 
Western alhance. They will by no means be called into 


gucstion 


[Kreger] Let us take a look at Germany's imternal 
unification, which has not yet been completed. The 
economy 1 thriving mm the west, whereas the cast 1s 
heading for a disaster, You visited the former GDR 
several times recently. Do you think that the anger that 
prevails mm castern Germany can be dampened through 
visits by government members” 


[Genscher] | beheve that these visits are important. A 
confidence offensive must be launched in the new lacnder 
1 tell the people: Go cast’ | am telling this to mvesiors. 
managers, and civil servants. We need an efficient admin- 
istration, we need modern management. and we need 
mvestments. For this reason. such a confidence offensive 
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1S emportant. Fia many people mm the mew laender, restruc- 
turing iS a new Seman and .ersonal cupernence. including 
the loss cf yobs. which they have not kr wn so far. Social 
protection « sot sufficem here. Thus. polticans must 
show thew commitment to an eronomic upswing im the 
new laender. Peopls in the west must realize thal the 
current econormc boom in western Gerriany 1s caused to a 
considerable degree by G-mand from the new lacnder 
Unfortunately, an mcreasing number of goods are pro- 
duced mm the west and fewer goods im the cast. This ss an 
unhealthy development. In the west nobody should bebeve 
that favorable economic development will in the long run 
be possible if the economy in the cast continues to decline 
We are not only one state and one peopic. bul also onc 
economy. Thus, the mmprovement of the cconomy in the 
casi 1s a task that has to be solved by the whole of socicty 
With the Jout Action Program for Recovery im the East. 


the Federal Government “yt provided an important 
impulse. Now st 1 necessary for mmvestors to realize the 
chances that castern ee eee ee oe 
Central and Eastern Europe and mm the Soviet Union 

scianeith wank be When tate oemnidention 


Long-term 

here. The clearer ut becomes that inherited problems do 
not have to be settled by investors, the sooner they will go 
to castern Germany. This apples particularly to the env- 
ronmental burdens in the chemical industry. but also im 
other industrial spheres. 


[Kreger] Talking about inherited problems—do you not 
have doubts as to whether was good to replace the 
command economy by the market economy im such an 
abrupt way” Would ut not have been better to allow for a 
transitional phase. during which large chemical enter- 
prises and shepy ards could have been nationalized before 
privatizing them” 


[Genscher] | beheve that 1 was mght to mtroduce eco- 
nomic and monctary umion on | July 1990. lt was 
necessary to take this step at that pom. As far as large 
enterprises, uncluding chemical factornes and shipyards. 
are concerned, the Trust Agency 1s taking care of such 
large enterprises. It 1s smportant for the Trust Agency to 
realize that 11 1s not only responsible for privatizing these 
enterprises but also for making them competitive. In this 
wa). the parts of companies that are viable should not 
only be preserved but modernized as well to ensure their 
competitiveness. | beheve that 1 1s emportant for the 
Trust Agency to find investors and not to simply sell the 


enterprises at the highest possible price. 


The Trust Agency should not be seen as an instrument to 
mcrease State revenue bul as an institution that should 
facilitate transition to the market economy for the enter- 
prises established by the socialist cconomy—certher by 
making the enterprises competitive or by finding inves- 
tors. Finding an investor who 1s ready to guarantee an 
enterprise's future and the future of its employees is 
more important than quarreling for months about an 
adequate purchase price. Even if an enterprise 1s sold at 
a lower price than what it 1s actually worth. in the long 
run such a decision may be nght because people do not 
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lose thes jobs. Insecurity) among employers acd inves- 


tors should not be prolonged through icngthy acgotre- 
ons on the sale of enterprises 


| would lke to stress once more that understanding the 
situation of the people very emportant. | know from 
numerous talks that people are ready to tackle the tirsks, 
turn up ther siceves. There 1s no need for exhortatior® and 
admonitions, and raised forefingers on the pari of sexe" 
German functronanes who should talk to people .2 7): 
new laender mnstcad of giving advice to them from their 
safe positions. People in castern Germany are ready to yor 
retraming programs. The; want to work. They do not want 
alms but jobs. We can hp them achreve this goal 


[Kneger] On the other hand, civil servants im the west are 
nol Ver) anxious to go to the new lacnder. You yourself 
mentioned that. Do you belreve that thes should be 
forced :-f no other solution can be found. that officials 
should be sent to castern Germany” 


[Genscher] It 1s necessary to build an efficent admunis- 
tratvon with clear procedures m the new lacnder. The 
justece Menister and interior menisicr are skeptical about 
the compulsory transicr of civil servants to castern 
Germany. | beleve that. if these douwhts cannot be 
climainated. mcentives must be provided so that suffi- 
crent civil servants will go to the new jacnder. However. 
one cannot rule ow! compulsory transfer and not suggest 
an alternative. Expenenced administrative¢ personne! are 
needed durir.g a transitional period 


We need yudges. The introduction of the rule of law was 
one of the major demands of the freedom movements in 
the former GDR. The functioning of the rule of law must 
be ensured by independent judges. The required finan- 
cial basrs must be created in the laender and communcs 
In the unification treaty. the old lacnder msisied on 
mcomprehensible privileges which have now partly been 
climinated. The new lacnder participate fully im the 
laender’s share of the valuc-added tax. However. the 
financial equalization scheme for the lacnder docs not 
include the castern lacnder. That must be ensured as 
soon as possible. Political statements by the minister 
presidents. no matter to which party they belong—the 
Christian Democratic Union [CD]. the Christian 
Social Umon [CSU ). or the Socral Democratic Party of 
Germany [SPD}—have oo impact as long as the new 
laender. where financial means are urgently required. are 
not included mn the financial equalization scheme 


A lst of priorities should be drafted by the government 
In the west of Our Country. Sate measures are aimed at 
improving a good infrastructure. In the new laender an 
infrastructure must be created. It 1s a precondition for 
mvesiments. For this reason. the most urgent advice 1s 
Go cast. Help must be given to the new lacnder 


[Kneger] Mr. Genscher, let me ask you a final question 
Do you see an mcreasing need for the government to 
cooperate with the opposition” Brandenburg’s Minister- 
President Stolpe suggesicd a truce 
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[Genscher] Monester-Pressdent Stolpe suegesicd a truce 
among, the politecai forces. | support thes proposal. hi 
not the ume for mdivedual partics to acquire status 
Cooperation and the concertration of cfforts are 
required at ches port. Every political force 1 aceded. 
particularly mn vw of the fact that CDU.. SPD. and Free 
Democratrc Party of Germany are holding govcrnment 
positions at the federal or provincial bevel on the cast and 
west. We are all called upon to participate im the confi- 
dence offensive and to go to the new lacnder. lt ss 
obvious that the first measures are beginning to yicid 
results. However. « 1s cqually obvices that another 
difficult period 1s tying ahead of us. We will not over- 
come it by sowing the seed of distrust but by buriding 
confidence. This goa’ can only be achieved jointly by the 
democratic and social forces 


Liaison Officer on Withdrawal of Soviet Troops 


40 3003165391 Berlin DER UVORGEN in German 
6 Mar Yi p 3 


[Interview with Major General Hartmut Foensch by 
Oliver Michalsky, place and date not given: “I Think 
That This Will Be Very Eapensive™] 


[Text] Hartmut Foertsch. born in 1934. 4 tne most 
mportant man between the Federal Government and 
the Western Group of Soviet Armed Forces. Since 3 
October 1990. he has headed the German Liarson 
Detachment in Strausberg. which 1s responsible for con- 
tact with the Sovict Armed Forces. and worked as the 
government representative for the troop withdrawal 


[Michalsky] General, 100,000 soldiers are to be with- 
drawn from Germany mm 1991. The first quarter now 
coming to an end. Have 25.000 soldiers been removed” 


[Foertsch] Fewer than 25.00) have departed for the 
Soviet Union. However. the temetable is very flexible 
Thus., from the current «ight delay one cannot draw the 
conclusion that the goal for 1991 might not be achieved 
The most significant withdrawal was scheduled to take 
place in the first and third quarters of 1991. In the 
second and fourth quarters we have more leeway. | 
proceed from the assumption that. once the differences 
between the Sovict Union and Poland concerning transit 
are settled, the Soviet Armed Forces will no longer have 
problems leaving Germany according to schedule 


Michalsky] What actual delays were caused by the 
1¢1-Polish dissonances” 


[Foertsch} That cannot be determined by figures because 
the Soviet side ss currently flying home most of its 
troops. That 1s the alternative to transportation by rail ht 
18 NOt possible for us to control exactly how many Sovict 
soldvers are flown to the Soviet Union We are rely ong on 
information from the Sowret Armed Forces 


[Michalsky] Are there mspectors who check the with. 
drawal by land” 
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[Foertsct'}| No. That s not stepulatcd m the agicement 
However, we count the Sovsct mayor ricms GF cquipment 
that are transported by shep. The same applics to trans- 
portation by rail 


[Moechalsky}] How many sheps depart from Mukran and 
Rostock «wery week” 


[Foertsch] Currently four fermes run between Mukran 
and Memel. Onc journcy lasts 60 hours. The loading 
capacity from Mukran es 104 frewght cars per ferry 


[Muchalsky] Mayor General Stepanov. who 1s responwhbic 
for constructic) mssucs om the Western Group. wants over 
10 tilhon German marks [DM] for the return of real estate 
that was used by the Sovect troops. Is that a bad joke” 


[Foertsch] | have heard about that. It 1s truc that the Soviet 
side wants to sell the busidengs that « constructed and 
make a profit, The moncy 1s intended to be used to provide 
housing for officers returning to the Soviet Union 


The problem 1s that the Sovect sede clanms that « Swill 
halls for motor vehn tes and duning halls om the Sa: racks 
with ts own financial means. When giving back the 
barracks t¢ the finance muenrster. the Sovicts would hke 
the mvestments that are valuable for them refunded— 


irrespective of the depreciation 
|Moechalsky] That 1s a rather nanve demand 


[Foertsch] If somebody wants to buy the motor vehicle 
hall he would have to buy the whole barracks. (*herwise 
he will not get the hall esther 


‘Nath the DM7.8 bilhon granted by the Bonn govern- 
ment so far. the Soviet LU mon can burld 33.000 to 36.000 
apartments. However, needs 55.000 apariments to be 
able to provide housing for the returning officers. The 
missing apartments are supposed to be financed with 


such profits 


{Moechalisky] Does that demand burden your relations 
with the Western Group” 


[Foertsch}] No. If | wanted to buy a plot of land, for 
cxamplc. | would first offer DMI) per square meter 
Negotiations will show how realistic the demands are 
A\nvvay. DMI0 bilbon 1 completely unrealistic wy my 
view 


[Mochalskhy] In what condrtron 1s the Soviet property to 
be left behend” 


|Foertsch}] One cannot generalize. There are a number 
barracks that make a good wmpression from the outsde 
The quality of the buildeng stock depends on the age of the 
buridengs. If the houses were to be renovated, only the 
outer walls could be saved mm many cases. Ever thong cise 
would have to be newly buslt: There are also buildings that 
were constructed by the Western Group over the past 40 
years. According to my knowledge. they do not conform to 
German regulations. The authorities will probably not 
authorize the use of those buridengs. However. the buggest 
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problems that we will have to overconae are linked with the 
en+ronmental burdens that we have mberied. 


[Michalsky] What problems are they” 


[Foertsch] For mstance. problems related to the redevel- 
opment of the sou and the disposal of old oil, gasoline. 
old ammunition, and garbage. | assume thal once the 
Munich-based company running indusinal enterpzises 
and facilitees has taken stock. we will get mitial cost 
estemates. | theonk « will cost a2 lot of moncy 


[Michusky}] Who wll foot the bill” lt seems to be totally 
unrealrstec to assume that the Sovects will pay for all the 


damage done 


[Foertsch] The politwians wil decide what 1s totally 
unrealistic. For the tome being. we assume thal an 
account will be rendered on the carsting assets versus the 


costs of the neces ary redevelopment and disposal. That 
15 land owt on the treaty. 


[Michalsky] Is there a possibility of conducting unan- 
nounced mspections” 


[Foertsch] No. On principle, thai will be coordinated 
with the Soviet side 


[Michalsky] Doesn't that mmpiy the doneger of things 
being hushed up” 


[Foertsch}] | do not think anything can be hushed up 
After all, we not only take sampies of the soil, bul we also 
measure the ait pollution. Nor can the Soviets have an 
interest in hushing things up because they would have to 
pay tomorrow for what they hushed up today. For 
instance. we asked the Soviet side to deal with household 
garbage more carefully. because we will find every 
hidden dumping place by means of intrared analyses 


[Michalsky] Outside the barracks. many Soviet families 
are accommodated im apartment houses. Can those 
buildings be used agacn as soon as they move out” 


[Foertsch] Certamnly not. First of all, basic repairs will 
have to be done. In some cases. the costs of such repairs 
will be higher than those of a new building: th.t will 
make ut caser for us to decide 


[Michalsky} Does the Bundeswehr have an interest in 
taking over Soviet barracks” 


[Foertsch}] | do not think so, unless there 1s an exce- 
tonal case where it seems to be sensible 


[Michalsky] The Federal Government pays DM250 -nil- 
hon for the troop withdrawal every year. Who gets the 
moncy. and what 1s 1 spent on” 


[Foertsch] The transport minister is authorized to dis- 
pose of the money which he shifts to cover the costs m 
connection with the use of rail, sea lances. and roads to 
the Soviet border. So there are transport costs 
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[Mochalsiy] The comamrssoncrs om charge of the with- 
drawal with the Brandenburg. Saxony-Anhalt. and 
Meckienburg-Western Pomcrama land governments 
have a; parently drscovered possibilities of handling the 
withdrawal from their lacnder fasicr than scheduled by 
the Sovects. That scems to dicate that the Soviets have 
Gcliberately created certam tume reserves 


[Foertsch] No. They only pull out of the caprtals of the 
lacnder ahead of schedule to allow the authorities to 
develop the wfrastructure of the respective seats of 
government faster. The withdrawal schedule 1s laid out 
m such a fleatble manner that the goal will even be 
reached even im the event of frictions caused by ths 
immense troop movement 


[Michalsky] The Sovsct troops that will be transported 
across the Baltsc Sea to Klaspeda. formerly Memel, will 
come ito a crises area. Are you sure that they will not be 


put mito acon agaist the independence movements 
there” Will that be checked by the German side” 


[Foersch] That +s a purely politecal problem for which I 
am not responsibic. | can only say thai primarily. mate- 
rial will be shipped to Meme! by sea because the ferry- 
boats do not have sufficient sea rescue packages, which 
are a prerequisite for large-scale passenger transports 


[Mochalsky] In what way « the Soveet Forces Western 
Group hold:ng sts mancuvers” 


[Foertsch] Under the treaty. a maximum number of 
13.000 men can take part mm an exercise. Maneuvers are 
now held in traming arcas. not m the open country 


|Michalsky) General Snctkov. who we. supreme com- 
mander for many years. was replaced by General Burla- 
kov. You have dealt with both military officials. In what 
way do the two differ from cach other” 


[Foertsch] Strictly speakeng. | have not dealt with both. | 
have pnmonly dealt with Gen Burlakov. Gen Snetkov 
mad: it difficult fur me te contact him. For mstance, | did 
not have an opportunity to pay him a first visit. Burlakov 
gave me such an opportunity very. very quickly. It 1s not 
my business to assess persons. However, Gen Burlakov 1. 
of course. very cxpenenced in the withdrawal of troops. 
because he was in charge of the Soviet troop v ithdrawal 
from Hu gary. |} thenk that such professional cooperation 
18 @ good opportunity to fulfill our task ty mutual agree- 
ment and in accordance sith the treaty 


Interior \iinister Comments on Planned Stasi Lav 


41010408429] Hambure DIE “.7..7 in German 
30 Mar Yi p4 


[Interview with Intervor Minister Wolfgang Schacubic by 
Michael Jach. place and date not given: “Party of Dem- 
ocratic Socialism Is che Main Perpetrator as Successor of 
the Socialist Unity Party of German,“ —first paragraph 
18 editonal introduction] 
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[Text] The coalition wants to adopt the law on the 
handling of files of the former Stasi state security system 
in agreement with the opposition in the German Bund- 
estag (with the exception of the Party of Democratic 
Socialism), if possible. Interior Minister Schacuble 
explained the state of talks after the first round. 


[Jach}] Can one clearly distinguish between files of vic- 
tums and files of perpetrators, as suggested by the Free 
Democratic Party of Germany [FDP]? 


[Schaeuble] On the basis of the content of the files, one 
can certainly say whether someone was spied on or 
whether he was a spy. Of course, an informer may also 
have been a victim. It will probably be quite difficult to 
distinguish between documents of victims and docu- 
ments of perpetrators in the individual cass because 
most of the files contain documents of victims. 


[Jach] However, if somebody was forced to become an 
informal worker after an attempted escape, how can 
justice be done in regards to these people? 


[Schaeuble] This question is of particular significance in 
the asscssment of the unfortunate Stasi past and in the 
evaluation of individual cases. This example shows that it 
was possible to be a victim and perpetrator at the same 
time. 


[Jach}] Will files also be made available to prove the 
innocence of persons who are suspected of having 
worked for the Stasi? 


[Schaeuble] We will have to find a regulation for such 
cases. | believe that it must be possible for a person who 
has come under suspicion to prove that he is innocent by 
means of the files. 


[Jach] By listening in on telephone conversations in the 
old laender, the Stasi penetrated the private lives of 
numerous citizens. Have these tapes been evaluated? 


[Schaeuble] I suppose it cannot be ruled out that unevalu- 
ated tapes still exist. Last year we made public evaluation 
punishable. This was not accepted by all sides at the time. 
However, approval of our initial goal that such illegally 
obtained material should be destroyed without anybody 
listening to it seems to be increasing. | also got this 
impression in the discussions with the Bundestag groups. 
Those whose telephone was bugged are all victims. 


[Jach] Do you prefer destroying the tapes to handing 
them over to those affected? 


[Schaeuble] | prefer destruction in all cases where it is 
not possible to separate the material in such a way that 
the person affected gets only the part that concerns 
himself. In the majority of cases, it will not be possible. 


[Jach] The FDP has rejected proposals to drafi special 
rules for access to the files, stressing that it is sufficient if 
somebody wants to know whether his personal rights 
were infringed upon. 
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[Schaeuble} Basically, wnat FDP Deputy Hirsch said ts 
right. However, there is also another aspect: If we grant 
access to everybody, there is the danger that information 
on third persons can be obtained. One must also take 
into consideration a third aspect: The larger the 
authority that might have to handle millions of inquiries 
in due time, the greater the danger that information 
might not be handled with the required confidentiality, 
to which the Stasi victims in particular are entitled. 


[Jach] Similar arguments have been used by officials who 
are against granting the Federal Office for the Protection 
of the Constitution access to Stasi material. 


[Schaeuble] There have been quite a few misunderstand- 
ings. We have always claimed that access for the Office 
for the Protection of the Constitution is only required in 
very special cases. 


[Jach] The opposition has categorically reyected such a 
regulation. The strongest refusal came from the Alliance 
90. 


[Schacuble] One must respect the fact that people in the 
new laender are distrustful of intelligence services 
because of their experiences in the GDR and that they 
are asking whether we need them at all. However, 
whenever the issue is discussed in a comprehensive, 
correct, and sensible way, they usually give up their 
opposition. No sensible person will deny that the Office 
for the Protection of the Constitution must know about 
espionage activities and terrorism that threaten the 
FRG. Just think of recent reports on cooperation 
between the Stasi and the Red Army Faction. By the 
way, special commissioner Gauck has expressed a sim- 
ilar view recently. Of course, the Office for the Protec- 
tion of the Constitution should not receive information 
on victims that is to their disadvantage. | think that we 
will soon reach agreement on this issue. 


[Jach] The Stasi files will also be available for “political 
and historical assessment.” What do you understand by 
“political” assessment? 


[Schaeuble] Historic-scientific research will always try to 
clarify political responsibility as well, thus contributing 
to political discussion. As a matter of fact, we are 
witnessing efforts by the Party of Democratic Socialism 
[PDS] to participate in the political assessment in a 
manner that would suggest the party had been a victim 
itself. If | remember correctly, the PDS was a perpetrator 
under its former name SED [Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany]. It was even the main perpetrator, The state 
security system was established for the SED, and it 
worked for the SED to preserve its power monopoly. 
Political assessment will include the allocation of respon- 
sibility. 


[Jach] Are you in favor of limiting the storage period of 
the files or do you think that they should be added to the 
treasures of history as it were? 
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[Schaeuble] I think that a certain period could be stipu- 
lated during which individuals can apply for access and 
information. However, the files themselves—at least the 
part that is of documentary value—should be kept forever, 
noi only for evaluation purposes, but also as a reminder 
that Stasi practices should never again be repeated. 


Paper To Publish Names of Stasi Officers 


LD2903161691 Hamburg DPA in German 1559 GMT 
29 Mar 91 


[Text] Berlin (DPA)}—The TAGESZEITUNG (TAZ) 
will publish around 1,200 names of former Stasi “offic- 
ers on special deployment” tomorrow. According to the 
newspaper, the list is based on a list put together by the 
state officials who disbanded the former Ministry for 
State Security (MfS) early last year on the basis of MfS 
payslips from 1989. 


“Wild Bunch’ Claims Responsibility for Fire 


LD3003 170691 Hamburg DPA in German 1229 GMT 
30 Mar 91 


[Text] Berlin (DPA)}—A group called “Tomas Muen- 
zer’s Wild Bunch” claimed responsibility for setting afire 
a building in Berlin belonging to the Trust Agency. In a 
letter sent to DPA's office in Berlin, the authors attack 
the “Trust Agency” whose real task is to “smash as much 
as possible.” The fire caused material damage from late 
Thursday night until early Friday morning to a block of 
multistory office buildings in Prenzlauer Berg, according 
to police. Two incendiary devices exploded. Two other 
devices were defused. 


The police forces responsible for protecting state institu- 
tions, which are conducting the inquiry, called the typed 
letter on A4 paper genuine. The name of the group has 
appeared before, it was said today. The perpetrators 
wrote: “We have set afire the offices of the heads of the 
finance, economy, and legal departments. Before that we 
took several documents and floppy disks in order to see 
exactly into whose hands the many billions [currency not 
specified] from Bonn are actually pouring and who is 
being bribed or ‘rationalized. 


According to the police, it has not been possible to assess 
the extent of the damage. It will not be exactly deter- 
mined until after Easter which documents are missing 
and what has been destroyed. The Trust Agency is 
responsible for privatizing former state-owned enter- 
prises in the new laender. 


Western Germans Said Not To Understand Easteners 


AU3003175691 Berlin NEUE ZEIT in German 
26 Mar 91 p 4 


[“NZ°/DDP report: “No Understanding in West for 
Complaints From East") 


[Text] Saarbruecken—The majority of the citizens in the 
old laender show little understanding for the complaints 
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about the bad economic situation in the new laender. 
Dieter Roth from the Mannheim Election Research 
Group said on Saarlaendischer Rundfunk radio that 5! 
percent of the citizens in the west think that “the 
numerous complaints of the people in eastern Germany 
are unjustified.” Every tenth person in the old laender ts 
even of the opinion that too much is being done for 
eastern Germany. However, approximately 39 percent of 
the western Germans said that the new laender must be 
supported even more. According to the research group, 
ie economic situation in eastern Germany is regarded 
as “very bad.” As many as 82 percent of the citizens in 
the new laender are of this opinion. Reportedly, every 
third says that his situation 1s worse than last year. 


* ‘Recovery in East’ Program Detailed 
9IGEOI193A Berlin NEUE ZEIT in German 
9 Mar 91 p 2 


[Article by n.d.: “Joint Action for Recovery in the East™] 


[Teaxi] After 45 years of socialist command economy, 
transition to a social market economy must necessarily 
be accompanied by a far-reaching structural change. 
That has been fully initiated in the new federal laender. 


The formerly covered-up high unemployment is 
becoming ever more evident. Many jobs in enterprises 
that cannot survive in their present form and in overly 
large administrations must be given vp or adjusted. 


On the other hand, numerous new jobs are already being 
created in the new federal laender. According to a poll by 
Infratest, approximately | million people have found 
new jobs since the “turnaround.” 


But it cannot be denied: Old jobs disappear faster than 
new work places are being created. It was the same 
during the time of reconstruction of the old federal 
laender at the beginning of the 1950's, and later in the 
regions with a backlog need for structural adjustment, 
for instance, in the Ruhr region. 


Therefore it is all the more urgent to support the phase, 
so difficult for many people, of transition to competitive 
structures. Thus, in this extraordinary situation, 
everyone in our country is called upon to contribute their 
share, even with unconventional means, to the internal 
unity of Germany. 


The key to economic recovery in the new federal laender 
is private and public investments. The Federal Govern- 
ment has already given a variety of assistance and 
impulses in order to start up an investment upswing 
providing jobs. However, it is a matter of bridging the 
time until these measures show a broad effect. That 
requires a joint effort by the Federal Government, 
laender, communities, parties to collective agreements, 
associations, and all sectors of society. If everyone does 
all within his power, together we can shorten the period 
until the increase in new jobs occurs, and turn bridges 
into permanent work conditions. 
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For the difficult conversion phase in the new federal 
laender we need neither complicated bureaucratic pro- 
grams nor time-consuming administrative procedures. 
but rather rapid assistance and pragmatic cooperation by 
all in the interest of the people in the new federal lacnder. 
Good and helpful are all measures which. seen and 
perceived by all, become immediately and directly effec- 
tive on-site. The success of a joint effort will occur all the 
sooner, the better one manages to turn those affected 
into participants. 


Therefore the Federal Government proposes to set up 
reconstruction teams in the new federal laender at the 
regional level under the leadership of district adminis- 
trators Or mayors, respectively, to accompany all mwv:a- 
sures for the promotion of growth and employment. if 
comparable institutions (such as economic promotion 
associations) do not yet exist. The members of the 
reconstruction teams will be experienced staff members 
of labor administration, local industry and industrial 
associations, as well as trade, chambers [of commerce. 
etc.] and labor unions. They will meet regularly for 
consuliation and, if need be, will receive nonbureau- 
cratic advisory support from the land governments, the 
Federal Labor Office, industrial associations, and labor 
umions, as well as communal central associations. 


The task of the reconstruction teams is above all: 
—1to provide qualification and job creation measures. 


—to ensure a socially bearable transition in the case of 
factory closings and, utilizing existing institutions, to 
put in motion qualification measures in particular. 


—to make possite coordination with other measures of 
vocational training, with public infrastructure invest- 
ments, and regional promotion measures. 


To accelerate the recovery in the new federal laender. the 
Federal Government is making an additional 17 billion 
German marks [DM] available for 1991. This sum 
consists of: 


—DMS billion for the stabilization of the budgets of the 
new laender and their communities. 


—and DM!2 billion which the Federal Government is 
expending for the Joint Action for Recovery in the 
East. 


The Joint Action for Recovery in the East is pro- 
grammed for two years. In addition to the DM12 billion 
for 1991, another DM12 billion will be provided for 
1992. so that the Federal Government is endowing the 
Joint Action with a total of DM24 billion. 


Within the framework of this Joint Action and taking into 
account the responsibility of the laender and communities 
for themselves, the Federal Government has concluded an 
administrative accord with the new laender, according to 
which DMS billion is being made available immediately to 
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the communities in the new laender as an investment jump 
sum for the repair. above all, of schools, hospitals, and 
homes for the aged. Thereby, without bureaucratic delays, 
orders are to be placed immediately with local industnes to 
create job possibilities. 


Furthermore, within the framework of the Jot Action, 
during 1991 a total of DM7 billion will be made avail- 
able for investments as well as for further job creation 
measures. For 1992 this amount is to be increased to 
DM 12 billion. 


Tax benefits for private investments will be expanded 
(for details, see enclosure). 


The Federal Government postulates that employers. 
labor unions, associations, and societal groups of our 
country in turn will contribute to the success of the 
“Joint Action for Recovery in the East” through solli- 
darity assistance. 


First, the Federal Government expects of the industrial 
associations and labor unions that. following the model 
of the apprenticeship offensive, with which, after the 
present government came into office. they had jointly 
averted the impending scarcity of training places in the 
old federal laender, they will also make available a 
sufficient number of training places in the new federal 
laender. No youth in the new federal laender ts to be 
without a training place. 


Second, the Federai Government also expects that 
industry will preserve and create new training and con- 
tinued education capacities wherever justified. 


Third, the government expects of the parties to collective 
agreements a greater interlinking of wage agreement 
policies with the requirements of the labor market. An 
adjustment of incomes to the western level in foreseeable 
steps. taking into account the capacity of the enterprises. 
can create future prospects for employees and entrepre- 
neurs which will facilitate participation in the recovery 
in the new federal laender. The collective wage agree- 
ments—perhaps with sharing in property—can con- 
tribute to a clear prospect, just as the necessary greater 
differentiation in wage structures. 


Fourth, the Federal Government expects the central com- 
munal associations and the central industrial organiza- 
tions to help nonbureaucratically, directly, and without 
associational egotism in the rapid recovery in the new 
federal laender and also to support unconventional solu- 
tions—for example, in the private establishment and oper- 
ation of communal infrastructural systems. 


If everyone contributes in this manner to the joint 
recovery work and if everyone assumes responsibility in 
his particular position, we will succeed in accelerating 
the transition from the socialist command economy to 
the social market economy and create it without overly 
great social hardships. 
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Mitterrand, Jordan's Husayn Hold Talks 


Reasons for Visit Reported 


LD2903 143991 Paris Antenne-2 Television Network 
in French 1200 GMT 29 Mar 91 


[Text] The future of the Middle East was discussed this 
morning at the Elysee. President Mitterrand met with 
King Husayn of Jordan, who is on a tour to try to repair 
the image of his country, accused by many of having lent 
too much support to Iraq during the Gulf war. You are 
on a direct line from the Elysee. Isabelle Baechler- 


[Baechler] The first direct contact of the Jordanian king 
after the Gulf crisis was with his Syrian neighbor, Pres- 
ident al-Asad, in Damascus last Monday. The king then 
chose to visit France. where President Mitterrand 
invited him as early as 6 March. France. in fact. has 
always maintained a link with Jordan before, during. and 
after the Gulf war, and King Husayn seems to be in a key 
position regarding future regional talks. As is known, the 
Jordanian population is made up of 70 percent Palestin- 
ians, and the two countries continue to be on the same 
wavelength—they still recognize the representative char- 
acter of the PLO despite its stand alongside Iraq during 
the crisis. France was the only country of the coalition to 
understand the extremely uncomfortable position of 
both Jordan and the PLO of being between the hammer 
and the anvil. Francois Mitterrand is therefore today 
reaffirming the original character of France's Arab for- 
eign policy, which many accused her of having discarded 
during the conflict. In his view, there is a need to set a 
date for a future settlement of the Middle East problem. 


Amman Radio Reports Talks 


NC2903173891 Amman Domestic Service in Arabic 
1700 GMT 29 Mar 91 


[Text] His majesty King Husayn held a private round of 
talks with His Excellency French President Francois 
Mitterrand at the Elysee this afiernoon. It was followed 
by an expanded meeting attended by members of the 
Jordanian and French delegations. 


The two leaders exchanged views on the various Middic 
East issues. They agreed to work together at the regional 
and international levels to resolve these issues and 
obtain a just and lasting peace and a brighter future for 
all the people of the region. They also discussed their 
unique bilateral relations. 


The meeting was attended for Jordan by the head of the 
Royal Hashemite Court, his majesty’s political adviser. 
the foreign minister, and the Jordanian ambassador in 
Paris. It was attended for France by the foreign minister. 
the presidential spokesman, President Mitterrand’s 
political adviser, and the French ambassador in Amman. 


His majesty received an official welcome on arrival at 
the Elysee courtyard, where he inspected the honor 
guard. 
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His Majesty King Husayn met with French Prime Min- 
ister Michel Rocard, Foreign Minister Roland Dumas. 
and Defense Minister Pierre Joxe separately at his resi- 
dence in Paris. Discussions at these meetings dealt with 
bilateral relations and scope for bilateral cooperation. 
The meetings were attended by members of the delega- 
tion accompanying his majesty. 


‘Window of Opportunity’ Seen 
AU 2903160391 Paris AFP in Enelish 1537 GMT 
29 Mar 91 


[Text] Paris, March 29 (AFP) — King Husayn of Jordan 
warned Friday [29 March] that the present situation in 
the Middle East provided a “window of opportunity™ 
that might not come round again. 


The king was speaking after talks with President Fran- 
cors Mitterrand, who told the Jordanian monarch that 
Paris was prepared to discuss with Amman “any initia- 
tive that could be taken” to resolve the problems of the 
Middle East. including the Palestinian question. 


King Husayn, on his first visit abroad since the end of 
the Gulf war last month, went to the Elysee presidential 
palace for the meeting. which encluded a working lun- 
cheon with Mr. Mitterrand. 


The two leaders discussed in detail “all current issues. 
particularly the situation in Iraq, and possible peace 
processes” in the region, presidential spokesman Hubert 
Vedrine said. 


“President Mitterrand said that France was prepared to 
have the foreign ministers of both countries meet to 
discuss any initiatives that could be made between them 
at whatever level to resolve the problems of the region.” 
he said. 


King Husayn told journalists later that there was now a 
“window” for progress in achieving peace in the Middle 
East. 


In his talks with Mr. Mitterrand he had insisted on the 
participation of the Palestinians in any peace process, 
while stressing Jordan's “very important” role in the 
search for a settlement to the Arab-Israeli conflict, he 
said. 


He said his talks with Mr. Mitterrand had been the 
“most successful and the most constructive” of his 
mectings with the French president. 


The king earlier held successive meetings with Defense 
Minister Pierre Joxe and Foreign Minister Roland 
Durnas. 


The visit was seen as aimed at making up diplomatic 
ground lost during the Gulf war, when several Western 
and Gulf states saw the king as too closely associated 
with Iraq. The king. under pressure from heavy public 
opinion that favored Iraqi President Saddam Husayn. 
avoided taking a position openly hostile to the Iraqi 
leader. 
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France said it understood King Husayn’s position and 
maintained contact with Jordan throughout the conflict. 


Assembly President Discusses Peace Process 


LD2903 152591 Paris Domestic Service in French 
0720 GMT 29 Mar 91 


[Studio interview with National Assembly President 
Laurent Fabius by correspondent Annette Ardisson in 
Paris on 28 March—recorded] 


[Excerpt] [Ardisson] Good morning, Laurent Fabius. 
You have just returned from a two-day trip to Israel and 
Jordan. where you met top Isracli and Palestinian 
leaders, as well as King Husayn. who is coming to Paris 
today. What was the aim of the trip? Did you merely go 
there to gather information, and take the pulse of the 
situation? Or did you have a particular mission? 


[Fabius] | went there to discover the amount of leeway 
for maneuvers because, as the experts pul it, a door is 
opening after the Gulf war. But | wanted to see for 
myself, by talking to the top leaders, what the leeway 
was, whether one was truly heading toward peace and in 
what circumstances. 


[Ardisson] When you say a door is opening. do you mean 
that there 1s a certain period beyond which the opportu- 
nity for a dialogue may be lost? 


[Fabius] Yes, because the Gulf war changed quite a few 
things on the ground. On the Israeli side, one under- 
stands full well that international public opinion was 
won through the quite formidable restraint adopted by 
Israel, but this will not last forever because the intifadah 
iS resuming and so 1s the repression. There is a door: On 
the Palestinian side, the Palestinians have been weak- 
ened due to the stand taken alongside Saddam Husayn. 
They also want to get through that. The Arab countries 
understand very well that they cannot develop if there ts 
no peace. The same thing with Jordan, as you were 
saying. So, there is a period of time which will not last 
very long. 


[Ardisson] How long? One week? One month? 
[Fabius] To take initiatives, several weeks only. 


[Ardisson] Despite tensions in Jerusalem between the 
various Communities, did you notice at least the begin- 
ning of a movement on the part of your interlocutors” 


[Fabious] Yes. the answer is definitely a yes. On the side 
of the isracli Government and, in particular, Mr. 
Shamir, whom | know very well as | often go there, the 
language has changed somewhat, particularly on what in 
the ultsmate analysis could be the fate of the occupied 
territories, a key issue. As to the Palestinian leaders | met 
there, they show, indeed, the will to find a quick solu- 
tion. Regarding King Husayn of Jordan, the idea of a 
federation between Jordan and the Palestinians has been 
resumed, and this 1s also considered by both the Israclis 
and the Palestinians. This represents quite a convergence 
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of views. | tell myself: If you consider the issues intellec- 
tually, there are ways leading to a solution. The question 
is: Will we know how to grasp the opportunity? 


[Ardisson] What is happening regarding the fate of the 
occupied territories on Shamir's side? 


[Fabius] When you asked the question of the Isracli 
officials some time ago. they said: The occupied territo- 
nes are Israeli and will remain so. Today, | am not saying 
that the Israeli officials are saying that the occupied 
territories must be returned to the Palestinians immedi- 
ately, but they do not say the occupied territories will be 
Israeli. They say: That may be a matter for negotiation. 


[Ardisson] But, does the Israeli internal situation and, to 
speak crudely, Shamir's personality, as well as the con- 
tradictory pressure he is subjected to, including from his 
right. not represent a factor leading to a deadlock at 
present” 


[Fabius] In my view, the new element is the immigration 
of Russians, because you have hundreds of thousands of 
Russians arriving, and, in my view, I do not think that 
they are going to support the left. I will say things plainly: 
When you come from a communist country, the ten- 
dency may be to align yourself with the Likud or go even 
further to the right, and this alters the demographic data 
in Israel. Shamir understands this, and this may create a 
certain amount of ambivalence. Despite all this, I believe 
that Israel has understood two things: First, the territo- 
ries do not represent enough protection. When you have 
weapons that travel at an extraordinary speed, a distance 
of 30 km will not help. Second, I think that the Israch 
officials understand that one must discuss from a posi- 
tion of strength and not from one of weakness. In a way, 
today they find themselves in a position of strength. So, 
on my return, | am quite hopeful. 


[Ardisson] As | was saying at the start, King Husayn of 
Jordan is expected in Paris today. He was reproached for 
his pro-Saddam attitude during the war to the extent that 
Congress cut off his aid against George Bush's advice: 
but could he act otherwise? Can he now play a mediator’s 
role? 


{Fabius} An important role? The answer is yes. King 
Husayn of Jordan took the stand he took, but as you said, 
could he take any other given the reality of his public 
opinion? 


{Ardisson] Sixty percent are Palestimans. 


[Fabius] At least. These are official figures, but in reality, 
at least that. Now, King Husayn says: The conflict is 
behind us, and we must build. He occupies a key position 
above all because there are many Palestinians living in 
his country, then because he has privileged relations with 
the Palestinians of the interior on the Israch side: 
because he is the head of an Arab country; because he 
talks to all sides: and because he has been there for some 
30 years, so he has a certain amount of expercience. | 
believe he can play a very important role in the coming 
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period. In the international arena, he holds a stand which 
is close to that of France. This business of an interna- 
tional conference, we have a very pragmatic view, we 
merely say that there must be agreements al a regional 
level and with the neighbors but that at a certain moment 
international guarantees become necessary. This is also 
the position taken by the king of Jordan. 


{Ardisson] But you do not apply the term mediator to 
him, do you? 


[Fabius] I do not think that, particularly when he speaks 
of the Palestinian issue, he would wish to (%do this). He 
says: Yes, we can easily plan to have a Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation, but when the occupied territories 
are to be discussed, it is the Palestinians in the occupied 
territories who will answer and sign. It is very important 
to ask the Palestinians of the interior to assume their 
responsibilities. It would be dangerous to leave them on 
the outside. [passage omitted] 


Dumas Meets With Moroccan Foreign Minister 


Talk on Gulf Situation 


LD2903204891 Paris International Service in French 
1830 GMT 29 Mar 91 


[Text] This morning Roland Dumas, French foreign 
minister, met with Abdellatif Filali, his Moroccan coun- 
terpart. The two men talked about the situation in the 
Gulf, and Roland Dumas gave details on the Security 
Council discussions on the cease-fire with Iraq. The plan 
for cooperation between the five countries of the Arab 
Maghreb Union and those of southern Europe, including 
France, was also discussed. We should recall that Roland 
Dumas is due to pay a visit to the Arab world shortly to 
discuss the repercussions of the Gulf war. 


Filali Meets UK's Hurd 


L.D3003173191 Rabat MAP in English 1232 GMT 
30 Mar 91 


[Text] Paris, Mar. 30 (MAP}—Moroccan Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation Abdellatif 
Filali held talks in Paris Friday with French counterpart 
Roland Dumas. 


French Foreign Ministry Spokesman Daniel Bernard 
said the two sides discussed the post-war situation in the 
Gulf and the ongoing discussions at the U.N. Security 
Council on the resolution on a cease-fire in the region. 


Talks also covered cooperation projects in the western 
Mediterranean between the European countries of the 
northern part (Portugal, Spain, France and [word indis- 
tinct]}) and those of the southern part, namely the [word 
indistinct] Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Mauritania, 
Libya, the spokesman [word indistinct]. 


Filali held talks Thursday in London with British For- 
eign Secretary Douglas Hurd. 
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A spokesman of the British Foreign Office said the 
meeting centered on several issucs pertaining to the 
Mideast, stability and security in the region following the 
Gulf war. as well as the Western Sahara issue and the 
situation in Lebanon. 


Mitterrand Meets With Gabon's Bongo 


AB3003120691 Paris AFP in French 1215 GMT 
26 Mar 91 


{Text} Paris, 26 Mar (AFP}—Gabonese leader Omar 
Bongo today stated in Paris after discussions with Pres- 
ident Francois Mitterrand that multipartyism and 
democracy were henceforth “unavoidable” and stressed 
that they had to be pul into practice “on time.” 


“For us, multipartyism and democracy are something 
unavoidable.” he stated, stressing that the national con- 
ference and the legislative elections held in Gabon last 
October had consiiiuted “a very good thing.” particu- 
larly with the onmposition behaving “reasonably and 
responsibly.” 


Hinting apparently at those of his colleagues who would 
not be convinced of his statement, Mr. Bongo added: 
“Democracy 1s something which must be done on time. 
The more they wait, the more they will get into trouble: 
the sooner they start. the sooner they will see that 11 1s 
He declined to comment directly on the current events in 
Mali, where President Moussa Traore was deposed this 
morning by a National Reconciliation Council set up by 
the armed forces. He tempered the reports mentioning 
brutal repression before this coup d'etat. “ | underwent 
the same situation. They said that there was repression. 
but there was nothing.” he recalled, hinting at the violent 
disturbances that occurred in his country in late May, in 
Port-Gentil in particular. 


Questioned about his country’s economic situation, Mr. 
Bongo stated that he had informed President Mitterrand 
of his wish to “quickly sign an agreement with the 
International Monetary Fund.” 


Benin's President-Elect ‘Doing Well’ in Hospital 
AB3003 144891 Paris AFP in English 1437 GMT 
30 Mar 91 


[Text] Paris, March 30 (AFP)}—Benin's president-ciect. 
Nicephore Soglo, recovering from typhoid fever and 
sciatica in a Paris military hospital, said Saturday that he 
hoped to be back in the West Africer country for his 
investiture next week. “I'm feeling better and better.” 
Mr. Soglo told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE from hos- 
pital bed, smiling but looking tired. “I very much hope I 
shall be there for my investiture on Thursday.” 


His doctor said he had been treated for typhoid fever and 
a subsequent infection in Benin, and was currently being 
treated for sciatica and had had an abcess drained. “He's 
doing well,” the doctor said. 











16 FRANCE 


(Mr. Soglo. the interm prime munisicr in the year 
leading up to clections forced on Benin’s President 
Mathieu Kerekou. took 67.73 per cent of the votes 
against 32.27 per cent for Mr. Kerekou. final official 
results released in Cotonou confirmed on Saturday. 


(The turnout in last Sunday's second round of the poll 
was 64.21 per cent. Mr. Soglo took 873.790 votes against 
416.257 for Mr. Kerekou. the first African leader to seize 
power in a military coup to be defeated at te» polls 


(The transitional ruling High Council passed a special 
law Saturday to give Mr. Kerekou immunity from pros- 
ecution “for all the acts he committed” between taking 
power in October 1973 and April 1. 1991 


(Mr. Kerckou several temes demanded such immunity. 
which may not legally be overturned and even excludes 
him from appearing in a court witness box. His ex- 
marabout. or spiritual advisor. has been in jai! for exght 
months on embezziement charges and has hinted he will 
implicate his former boss during his trial.) 


The election was “a symbol for other African countries.” 
Mr. Soglo said here Saturday. The new president was 
visited late Friday by French Defence Minister Pierre 
Joxi, who 1s responsible for the Val de Grace hospital 
Many foreign leaders come for treatment in the former 
convent at Port-Rayal 
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Mr. Soglo was expecting visits from other French Gov- 
ernment officials. including Cooperation and Develop- 
ment Minister Jacques Pelletier. “France 1s our first 
partner.” Mr. Sogio said. “We have others such as the 
European Community, Germany. t United States. 
Canada and Japan. but we are close«t iw the French” 


Corsican Front Bombs Justice Ministry Resort 


LD2903131391 Paris Domestic Service in French 
0900 GMT 29 Mar ¥i 


[Text] A commando destroyed four bungalows in a 
bomb attack on a holiday camp belonging to the Justice 
Ministry last might in Casablanca. Corsica. They lef 
behind inscriptions reading: Danger. FLNC [Corsican 
National Liberation Front] Mines. 


Basque Separatists Attack Holiday House 
LD3103142291 Paris Domestic Service in French 
0900 GMT 31 Mar 9! 


[Text) An attack overnight in the Basque country 
destroyed a chalet at a police friendship society's noliday 
center at (La Bastide-Villefranche). The attack took 
place on the day on which the Basques mark homeland 
day. The acronym IK. the symbol for Iparretarrak 
[Basque Separatist Movement]. was found at the scene 
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Resignation of Government ‘Officially’ Announced 
AU 2903164691 Paris AFP in English 1615 GMT 
29 Mar 9! 


[Text] Rome, March 29 (AFP) — Italian Prime Minister 
Givho Andreott officially announced his centre-left 
government's resignation Friday [29 March] after fasting 
to reach a compromise with his four coalition partners. 


Mr. Andreotti made the announcement in the Senate. 


lt followed a decision made at a cabinet meeting earlier 
mn the day. 


The end of the 49th post-war italian Government 
became inevitable Thursday after the Socialist Party 
refused to go along with a major cabinet reshuffle which 
would have satisfied its partners — the Christian Dem- 
ocrats, Liberals, Republicans and Social Democrats. 


Mr Andreotti said the five still wanted to collaborate but 
only after discussions on a new programme. 


Mr. Andreotti, who has the solid backing of his Christian 
Democrat party, and has headed the government since 
July 9. 1989 1s expected to be asked to form a new 
government. That would be Italy's seventh government 
under his leadership. 


Most Italian newspapers forecast that the premier would 
be able to do so without having to call fresh general 
elections which are not due for another year. 


Socialist leader Bettino Craxi has said he does not want 
an early poll either. But the Socialists continue to push 
fer rapid institutional reforms, including popular clec- 
thon of the Itahan president. 
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Consultations To Form Government Start 3 Apr 


AU0104 100291 Rome ANSA in English 0856 GMT 
1 Apr 91 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome. April | — Italian Presiden: 
Francesco Cossiga starts consultations designed to seck a 
successor to oulgoing Premier Giulio Andreotti on 
Wednesday [3 April] with many political commentators 
already forecasting that Andreotti, a Christian Demo- 
crat, may well be asked to try again. 


His government, the sixth he has led since his first 
government appointment in 1946 and the third of the 
ltahan Republic's present tenth legislature was formed 
on July 22. 1989. and lasted for [word indistinct] days. 


This #s the fifth-longest in the post-war Republic's his- 
tory and 304 days longer than the average duration of 
ltalian Governments: 311 days. The cabinet met 94 
limes. 


Cossiga’s consultations will open with his one living 
predecessor as head-of-state, the two parliamentary 
speakers. and Andreotti before moving on, in a break 
with past tradition, to meetings with the secretaries of 
the government parties. 


On Thursday and Friday, he will hold further consulta- 
tions with the five secretaries of the Christian Democrat, 
Socialist, Social Democrat, Liberal and Republican Par- 
ties and the other parties in parliament. 


Statements from spokesmen for the five government 
parties over the weekend indicated that the Republicans’ 
Secretary Giorgio la Malfa is the most pessimistic about 
success in Creating a new government. The other option 
is the dissolution of parliament and early elections. 


The Christian Democrats’ Secretary Arnatdo Forlani 
confirmed that their choice as premier-designate is 
Andreotti. He also said that institutional reform must be 
one of the issues on the of any new government, 
a position also taken by the Liberals. 
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King, Gonzalez To Attend Ibero-American Summit 


LD2803220191 Madrid in Spanish to Europe 
2030 GMT 28 Mar 91 


[Text] King Juan Carlos and Spanish Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez will attend the summut of Ibero- 
American leaders convened by Mexico for July. The fact 
that this 1s the first tome that the Spanish head of state 
and the prime minister have coincided on a foreign visit 
mmdicates the importance of this summit. which will be 
held in the Mexican city of Guadalajara. and will pre- 
cede a similar meeting to be held next year in Seville on 
the occasion of the fifth centenary of the discovery fof 
America]. 


Meanwhile. official sources have confirmed that on 2 
April in Seville, King Don Juan Carlos will inaugurate 
the 10th interparliamentary conference of the European 
Community and Ibero-America. «1 which they will dis- 
cuss the external debt. trade relatcons. development aid. 
and drug trafficking. 


ICI Official To Resign To Run in Elections 


P43103183891 Madrid EFE in Spanish 1457 GMT 
31 Mar 91 


[Text] Seville (Spain), 31 Mar (EFE}—Luis Yanez. 
socialist candidate for the mayorship of Seville (southern 
Spain), will present his resignation as secretary of state 
for International Cooperation and as president of the 
Fifth Centennial National Commission on | April to 
Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez. 


Yanez assured EFE that he will quit both positions in 
order to prevent criticism from the opposition that has 
objected to his continuity in both offices on several 
occasions because it believes that it would benefit him 
during an election. 


Luis Yanes has been heading the Fifth Centennial Com- 
mission since December 1982. the same year that he 
took charge of the now defunct International Coopera- 
tion Institute (ICT). In 1985 he was named secretary of 
state for International Cooperation. 


In spite of everything. the socialist candidate believes it 
would be positive if the office of the city mayor of 
Seville—capital of Andalucia—were administratively 
linked to the 1992 Universal Exhibition and the Fifth 
Centennial, as both events will take place in Seville. 


Government Signs Agreement With Mexico, Honduras 


PA2903202191 Madrid EFE in Spanish 1580 GMT 
27 Mar 91 


[Text] Madrid, 27 Mar (EFE)}—The Spanish Govern- 
ment today approved a socio-labor technical coopera- 
tion agreement with Mexico and a complementary agree- 
ment to the basic cooperation agreement with Honduras. 
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The agreement with Mexico approved by the Council of 
Ministers substitutes a 29 December 1983 agreement 
and 1s aimed at expanding and strengthening relations 
between Spain and Mexico on social and labor issues. 


The agreement commits Spain to send specialists to 
Mexico and tc grant scholarships to Mexican profes- 
sionals to further their studies. 


In turn, Mexico agrees to facilitate the performance of 
Spanish specialists, provide teaching installations. travel 
facilities, housing, and customs exemptions for all nec- 
essary material required in the cooperation mission. 


The cconomic obligations to Spain will be charged to 
credits that are annually authorized im the ordinary 
budget of the Spanish Ministry of Labor and Social 
Security. 


The 5-year agreement with Honduras 1s intended to 
make Spanish-Honduran cooperation more efficient. 


A general coordinator of Spanish cooperation will be in 
charge of the Spanish specialists and volunteers, and any 
benefits Honduras may grant will be applied based on 
the most favored nation clause. 


The State Secretariat for International and Ibero- 
American Cooperation [Secretaria de Estado para la 
Cooperacion Internacional y para Iberoamerica] will 
commission the International Spanish Cooperation 


Agency with coordinating the program. 


Municipal, Autonomous Elections Set For 26 May 


P4A2803172791 Madrid TVE-1 Television Network 
in Spanish 1930 GMT 27 Mar 91 


[Text] It has been officially reported that the municipal 
and autonomous regions elections will be held on 26 
May. This is the second time that representatives of the 
autonomous parliaments and municipalities will be 
elected simultaneously. The first time was in 1987. 


The government has also set the duration of the electoral 
campaign, from 15 to 26 May. In a new development, 
campaign expenses will be lower than ai other times 
because the parties will have to adhere to the recent 
clectoral reform. Elections will be held only in 13 of the 
17 autonomous communities because Galicia, Andalu- 
sia, Catalonia, and the Basque provinces have already 
held their clections. In addition, the counciln.cn of all 
Spanish municipalities, more than 8.000, will be clected. 


There 1s something new in this aspect, too. For mstance. 
Madrid, Palma de Mallorca, and Cordoba will cach have 
two more councilmen because the population increased 











* Large Drop in Asylum-Seeking Refugees 


* Most From Iran, Iraq 
YIENO3194 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 2 Mar 91 p 49 


[Press Wire Service, Inc. (TT) report: “Atine Checks 
Cut Asylum Flow in Half’—first paragraph is DAGENS 
NYHETER introduction) 


[Text] (TT)}—The flow of asylum-secking immigrants to 
Sweden 1s at an extremely low level just now. In the first 
month of the year there were fewer than half as many 
asylum seekers coming to Sweden as there were om the 


same period last year. 


Christina Rogestam., head of the Immigration and Nat- 
uralization Board, is starting to view the future with 
confidence. “The low figures will make it casier for us to 
ect our whole reception system in balance quickly.” she 
told TT. 


In the first month of the year a good 1.400 asylum 
seckers arrived in Sweden. Last year there were 3.700 in 
the same period. The figures for February poimt in the 
same direction. The Immigration and Naturalization 
Board's statistics show approximately 600 asylum 
seckers in the first three weeks. 


“We believe that a good deal of this decline is duc to 
Stricter scrutiny of asylum seekers’ documents on the 
part of the airlines,” Christina Rogestam explained. “ft 
has become harder to travel with false papers.” 


Cautious 


The declining tendency could already be seen im the 
second half of 1990. But Christina Rogestam, painfully 
aware of the rapid shifts in refugee traffic, is cautious in 
her assessments. Therefore the board's plans to accept 
30,000 refugees in 1991 have not been changed. “We 
don't know how long this low figure will last. It could rise 
very quickly.” Christina Rogestam said. 


“There 1s still great uncertainty about the situation mn the 
Baltic states. And even if the war in the Middle East has 
ended it 1s not certain that the stream of refugees will dry 
up.” The biggest refugee groups just now are Iranians 
and Iraqis. In third place are Kossovo Albanians from 


Yugoslavia. 


Breathing Room 


Even if the low number of asylum-secking immigrants 
gives the board a little breathing room.there are still 
20,000 people waiting to hear if they will be allowed to 
Stay in Sweden. 


“We hope we can cul the waiting list by 1,000-1.500 


people a month. By fall we expect to process applications 
in a more reasonable length of time.” Rogestam 
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explaincd. By thes she means two or three months 
compared with around a year today. That 1 much too 
long a waiting penod. but Rogestam 1s careful to pot 
oul that cases are mm the hands of the police for investi- 
gation during half this ume 


Although Rogestam 1s cautious about drawing hasty 
conclusions from the lower number of asylum-secking 
immigrants. she plans to close about 3,000 places in the 


refugee pipeline during the spring. 


As a result of the quicker processing times she also 
estimates that the number of places in refugee facilities 
can be cut on half to 15-16,000 by | July of next year. 


* Facility To Close 
YIENO319B Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 2 Mar 91 p 49 


[Text] Skara (TT}—The Immigration and Naturalization 
Board has decided not to extend its agreement with Bert 
Karlsson to use the old Stor-Ekeberg nursing home as a 
refugee facility 


The reason 1s that the number of refugees coming to 
Sweden has declined sharply. Therefore the influx of 
refugees will cease at the end of June and the next day a 
tourist hostel will open its doors. 


* Clearer Policy Needed 
YIENO319C Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 4 Mar 91 p 2 


{Editorial: “Better Refugee Policy”) 


[Text] Since 13 December 1989 something resembling a 
state of emergency has governed Swedish refugee policy. 
Conscientious objectors and so-called de facto refugees 
are no longer granted asylum unless there 1s an “espe- 
cially strong need for refuge.” Only those who fulfill the 
requirements of the Geneva Convention can be sure of 
being granted asylum. 


The government based its decision on a paragraph in the 
Alien Act which allows such limitations on the nghi to 
asyluta im a situation where the number of asylum 
seckers 1s so large “that 1 would pul a great strain on 
Swedish society and the Swedish refugee reception 
system to accept them in Sweden.” Whether i was 
necessary to slam on the emergency brake like this 1s 
debatable. But it 1s quite clear that for every day that 
passes it becomes increasingly difficult for the govern- 
ment to caplain why asylum policy should be governed 
by an emergency clause 


The number of asylum seckers coming to Sweden has 
declined since December 1989 and there 1s no longer an 
acute shortage of space in refugee facilities. Therefore 
the state of emergency should be ended. either by 
returning to the previous state of affairs or by amending 
the Alien Act 
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All undacations are that the govcrament 1s leaning toward 
the latter course. As far back as last March a task force of 
officials from the Labor Ministry and the Forcign Min- 
1Stry presented an outline for a ncw “unified refugee and 
mmmigration policy.” This ied to the governmeni 
appointment last summer of the Refugee and Immugra- 
thon Commuitice which submuticd its report a week ago 


“The coming twenty years of population shifts cannot be 
handicd with instruments designed to handle the sstua- 
tion that prevailed in postwar Europe.” the government 
wrote m its directive to the commuittce. That 1 an 
assessment most people agree with, regardicss of how 
they view the government's refugee policy m other 
respects. 


The Geneva Convention was influcnced by the times. 
and by Europe's capenence with oppressive totalitanan 
regimes. Today when the majority of refugees come from 
other parts of the world, turns out that many who arc 
m great need of asylum are not covered by the conven- 
tion. Thus there are strong humanitarian reasons for us 
to take mm more than those who are political refugees in 
the sense of the Geneva Convention 


But at the same time as more and more asylum seckers 
have come to Europe and North America mm recent years. 
a growing percentage of them have had a relatively weak 
basis for thew application. Many icave their homelands 
for much the same reason people ici Europe im the 19th 
century to begin a new life in America. They want to 
create a better future for themselves and thew children— 
and of course there 1s nothing wrong with that. But as 
long as we do not feel we can manage to take mm everyone 
who wants to come to our country we must first make 
room for those who are on the greatest anced of sanctuary. 


The problem in a nutshell 1s that while the Cicneva 
Convention's definstion of a refugee 1s too narrow, who 
else should be given permission to remain in Sweden has 
been much too unclear. According to the outline pre- 
sented last spring different kinds of immigrants should 
all be lumped together. The number of quota refugees 
coming to Sweden from camps around the world would 
be mncreased sharply. In addition t was proposed that 
immigrants coming here to work be included under the 
cenling imposed on total ummuigration 


This new system would give conscientious objectors and 
other spontancous refugees not covered by the Geneva 
Convention very littl opportunity to obtain asylum. But 
the Refugee and Immigration Commitice has modified 
the proposal on a number of ports 


The commitice advocates some increase in the number 
of wmmugrants jounmng the labor force but does not want 
them included under the same ceiling as other imm- 
grants. It proposes an increase on the refugee quota but in 
contrast to the outhne presented carher, ut no longer 
seems to think that thes refugee group should be the 
dominant onc. The commiutice also makes 1 quite clear 
that no definitive level can be sct im advance and that 
convention refugees are not the only oncs who have such 
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a great need for sanctuary that they should be given an 
unconditional mght to asylum 


The commutice proposes that the present law's regula- 
tions concerneng de facto refugees be clominated and 
replaced by a principle that ressdence permits will be 
msucd “taking mto consideration the anced of the for- 
cigner mm question for refuge or mn cases where denying a 
ressdence perm would otherwise be obviously mhe- 
manc.~ Thrs rule would be narrower than the present onc 
but on the other hand u could not be mactivated with 
reference to any “special rcasons.~ 


Thus on the whole the commutice’s proposals appear to 
be an improvement in Comparison with both the current 
law and the amendment idcas that were presenicd carer 
by representatives of the Labor Ministry 


* Defense Planning Faulted as Short-Sighted 
YIENOZIOE Stackholm DAGENS NYHETER 
im Swedish § Mar 91 p 2 


[Ednonal: “if War Comes” | 


[Text] “The mission given the armed forces commander 
in chief 1s to fight as long as he can with what he's got.” 
That 1s what State Secretary Jan Nygren of the Defense 
Ministry says mm an interview im SVENSKA DAG- 
BLADET (4 Mar). It 1s a good summary of the instruc- 
tions the menistry has just sent the commander mn chic 
for a new defense plan. 


The Defense Commitice, which was to prepare a long- 
range de‘ense plan in 1991, was dissolved in the fall of 
1990 at the request of the Social Democratic members 
The rezson given was that the planning data which the 
commander in chicf had worked out did not take into 
accownt the changes in Europe which occurred in 1990 
Now a special commutice will make a new cflort to put 
together a defense plan in 1992. and the ministry has 
thus ordered new background maternal from the com- 
mander in chief. The order 1s prefaced by a long politico- 
security discussion about changes im the surrounding 
world and in the threat picture 


This 18 a questionable stan. Defense planning—training. 
ordering. and production of new weapons sysicms. cic. — 
has lead times of 5-10 years. sometimes more. The 
planning simply cannot start with the way the world 
looks today, since 1 must mect unknown demands in an 
unknown future. 


Last year defense combinations at 10 different cost levels 
were analyzed. Now. the principal alternative to 
assume unchanged costs, at a fixed monctary value— 
that 1s to say about 31 bilhon kronor, No argument— 
mvolving the national budget. social cconomy. or mil- 
tary policy—<an be found im favor of thes restriction 


The ministry wants to have a certain bas structure of 
defense, according to the so-called core model. A lomited 
number of wartime units with advanced cquipment and 
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training form a core. surrounded by a shell of sumpicr 
shadow units. which m a scrious situation arc to be 
activated and wncluded mm the capacity. This well thus 
become one of the starting ports for planning. That 
means taking for granted something that has yct to be 
proven. The problem with thes core model 1s precrscly 
the tume needed for the so-called stcp-up of the shadow 
units. Can the process be made so rapid that we om fact 
retain a defense of the entire country’ 


The airborne combat forces are to be given priority. But 
the commander im chicf 1s to report on what changes im 
obyective for the JAS [multrrole combat aircraft} proyect 
“will be necessary m order generally to handle the 
proyect within the framework mndicated by the Riksdag ~ 
But all experience shows that is not possible to 
calculate wn advance the costs of development of acw 
technology and new systems—for the simple reason that 
these costs are unknown. If an unchanged cconomic 
framework 1s a fixed limitation on planning the entire 
defense, the commander in chicf should then have been 
given the task of mndicating the consequences of a signif- 
cantly more cxpensive JAS project for the rest of 
defense. 


* Carisson on Rise of New Democracy Party 


VIE NO3204 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 14 Feb 91 p 10 


[Article by Dick Lyungberg: “Not Surprised, Carlsson 
Puts the Blame for New Democracy’s Progress on Bildt™] 


[Text] Vasteras—“With as much political disapproval as 
has been cxupressed in Sweden in recent years, | am not 
surprised that a party like New Democracy 1s gaming 
ground” 


That was Prime Minister Ingvar Carisson’s comment on 
Bert Karisson and lan Wachimerster’s success im the 
most recent opimon polls when he visited Vasteras on 
Wednesday. 13 February 199! 


Carlsson seems to pul most of the blame on Conse: va- 
tive leader Carl Bildt. whom he called the leade; im 
denigrating Sweden 


“If one demigrates the way he docs and cannot present a 
single plausible governmental alternative. one creates a 
social atmosphere that 1s moving toward partics whose 
main interest 1 disapproval. We are familiar with that 
sort of thing from Denmark and Norway. among 
others.” Carisson sad. 


Bert Karisson and lan Wach’ nerster are a rather bizarre 
clement in Swedish politics, the prime ministcr thought 

If they get mmto the Riksdag. Sweden would be even 
harder to govern. 


He did not beheve, however, that the two gentlemen's 
rampaging im the opinion polls 1s gorng to hit the Socia! 
Democrats partrcularly hard 
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“There have been many of our old votcrs now who 
refrained from voting in the opinion polls because of the 
tightcning-up policy and the propaganda agamnst the tax 
reform program.” Carlsson said. “! am convinced that 
they will come back to us m the clection.~ 


After a visit to ABB [expansion unknown] during the day 
and a congratulatory call on Percy Barnevik. who was 
celebrating his SOth anniversary. Ingvar Carisson 
attended a party mecting mm the People’s Park om the 
evening together with Metal boss Leif “Blomman™ 
Blomberg. 


There Ingvar Carisson attacked Liberal People’s Party 
leader Bengt Westerberg. whom he considered to be 
irying to sit on two chairs alt the same tome where 
familes with children are concerned 


Deep Differences 


“Bengt Westerberg has said parent imsurance and 
guardian grants arc actually quite close to cach other. 
and that the differences should not be exaggerated. Onc 
actually docs not need to go to any craggcration to 
discover that there are deep sdcological differences and 
big practical differences between parent insurance and 
guardian grants.” Carlsson sard. 


“Cwardian grants do not satisfy any of the Liberals 
demands for cconomic independence. cquality of the 
sexes, and freedom of chore. Parent insurance satesfics 
all of these demands.” he sard 


Bengt Westerberg certainly knows that. He also knows 
that on a country ke ours. where women do professronal 
work to almost as great an extent as men, where baby 
food sales are breaking all records, where 86 percent of 
all children actually are covered by child care some- 
where, and where men are taking responsibility for the 
home and the children more and morc. 1 1s completely 
ridiculous to come up with bills that would make i 
unprofitable for women to work professionally if they 
have children and thai would smash child care to preces 
and militate against both parents being able to share the 


pleasure and responsibility for ther children 


Move Away 


“Bengt Westerberg and the Liberals know that. Let's 
hope now that people can move away from the weak 
non-Socialist unity on family policy and move closer to 


our policy 


“But that « where the limit to the Social Democrats 
willingness to cooperate comes into play. We don't 
mtend to help cover up how unjust. ndiculows. and 
discriminatory toward women the non-Socialist famely 
policy 1.” Ingvar Carlsson sand 
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* New Navy Chief Eerjesson on Goals, Threat 
VIENO3214 Sexdhotes DAIGENS NVHETER 
im Swedish 14 Feb 91 p 15 


[Article by Anders Ohman “Navy Wants Civehan 
Jobs] 

[Text] The Navy wants to cooperate with the Enveron- 
mental Protection Board m undecrwatcr monitoring of 
Swedish territonal waters. The cooperation can provide 
savings for the state by utelizing the military equipment 
and leadership organization for civshan tasks 


That what the ncw checf of the Navy. Vice Admmoral 
Dick Boryesson sand in an address to a mecting of the 
Swedish Socecty of Naval Scrence at the Miltary 
Academy om Stockholm 


The Enseronmental Protection Board plans to conduct 
cipermments mm ocean current measurement along the 
Bohus coast and will use a technique that 1s also surtabic 
for military underwater monitoring. The Navy's need for 
special hydrographn data bases can be met through 
gathering the mnformation. and the data processing wll 
be coordmated with such crvshan authoritecs as the 
Administration for Shipping and Navigation and the 
Swedish Meteorological anc Hydrological Institute 
[SMHI] The state would a. ond paying separate des clop- 
ment costs for cach authority 


Austere Savings Package 


The Navy cheef presented an austere savings package 
which mncludes a 20-percent cut m the Navy's mulstary 
orgamizawon to achieve a balance betwecen cupendiures 
and resources. The cuts will be made mn administratron 
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hase. support and maimicnance functions. The goal 1 to 
iry to preserve the Navy's regronal breadth. ensure that 
Gotland’s special problems are taken mmto account. fur- 
ther strengthen submarine dcienx and acquire nce 
vessels and materiel! for the organization 


One concern 1s to stretch the Navy's resources to pay for 
all the new vessels on ots wrsh Ist. If the new submarine 
serncs “Submarine 9” has to be pared for within 


unchanged budget lnmuits there will be no moncy left over 
to burld other vessels 


Naval Threat Picture 


“Such a decison would make 1 smpossiblc to marntamn 
and modernize units needed for ncutrality defense. sub- 
marine dcfense and mvason dceicnse. This well hardly 
mspere confidence mm other countres if we want to hve 


up to our security policy objectives.” Dick Boryesson 
said 


In a review of the current naval threat prcture om a period 
of great politecal changes mm a Europe where detente 
prevanis. the admural assumed that the Sovect LU mron wll 
contenuc to have an mterest om the Baltic Sea 


Regardicss of the state form that emerges as the result of 
the current process the Sovect LU non well retamn a sizable 
military capacity. wncludeng nuclear weapons. The Kola 
base will continue to be a cornerstone of the strategic 
balance and Norway's NATO link woth the LU nnted States 
pomts toward continued advanced naval operatrons in 


the Norwegian Sea 


“Thes well also lead to a Sovect interest on a defense zone 
m the Baltec region. Sweden and our ocean mierest 
sphere will end up im sharp focus.” sand the chef of the 
Navy 
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North, South React to UN Report on Island 


Vasiliou Comments on Turkey 


VC 3003214191 Nicosma Domestic Service in Greek 
1730 GMT 30 Mar 91 


[Text] Pressdent Yecoryros Vasilou has made ut clear that 
moO Mcgotiation whatsoever was conducted during mect- 
mgs with the UN secretary general's envoys. sayeng that 
he had clearly outhned the view from our sede. Vasilhou 
sand: What we particularly stressed at these mectings was 
the nced for Turkey to change and to address those rsues 
that are the substance of the Cyprus issuc mm a positive 
manner. The president added that « was made crystal 
clear to the UN secretary general's envoys that for 
progress to be made mm the Cyprus issue. the refugees. the 
terriutonal question, the nghts and freedoms of citizens. 
and the guarantees for all rssucs should be addressed firs 
of all. 


Vasshou noted: Unfortunately. this has not 5 4 happened 
and consequently we cannot talk of progress. Besides. the 
pressdent said. the UN secretary general also pomts this 
owt om hes report to the Security Council when he notes 
that the withdrawal of foreign troops. and the territorial. 
refugee. and state unity issucs should be further dis- 
cussed m order for one io talk about progress 


The president also said that if the Turkish side is 
satisfied with the UN secretary general's report and the 
Security Council president's statement. then ut should 
proceed with corresponding action toward the imple- 
mentation of Resolutions 649 and 367 as well as the 
other Securny Council resolutions. Vassiliou added: The 
Turkish side's goodwill should be substantial and not 
counterfert to consolidate the fats accompli of the 
mvasron and occupation im practice. Not only because 
we well never accept such a solution. he stressed. but also 
because such 2 solutvon would not include the clement of 
viability and sooner or later would lead to a new confla- 
gratron that will be much worse and more destructive 


than al present 


President Vasihou made this statement thrs afternoon at 
Ko vah, Paphos. where he unveiled a monument to the 
community's fallen. 


Neo Progress on Basic Issues 


VOC 370321089! Nicoma Domestic Service in Greek 
S30 GMT 3i Mar 9! 


[Text] Pressdent Yeoryios Vasilhouw stressed that ut is 
mooncervable to talk about a Cyprus solution without 
addressing the two basic aspects that are connected with 
the refugee problem—the territonal question and the 
right of refugees to return. Vasihou also noted that we 
cannot say that progress has been made im these two 
aspects or m other topics which are of primary empor- 
tance. such as withdrawal of troops. safeguarding of 
conditions of safety for all Cypnots. and the safe- 
guarding of a functronable system of federation 
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The pressdent. who was speaking during vrsits to Koukha 
and Mandria. stressed that if there are to be prospects for 
a solution and a ncw dialoguc 1s to be conducted. we 
must know that the Turkish sede has given up is 
positions and desires for pastition and that 1 1s prepared 
to honor its signature under the summmut agrecments. He 
also said that the UN Security Council's reaffirmation of 
the summit agreements and former resolutrons const- 
tute a significant weapon im our efforts to achieve a just 
and viable solution 


In conclusion. Pressdcent Vasilrow sand thal we musi 
continue the struggle united because 1 1s difficult and we 
cannot afford the luxury of discord 


Party Leaders React 


VC 2003171891 Nicoma Domestic Service in Greek 
1130 GMT 29 Mar 91 


[Text] In statements to our statron. the leaders of all 
political partees. those represented im parliament as well 
as those not. expressed ther views on the latest UN 
secretary general report to the Security Council on the 
Cyprus problem. The party leaders criticized Javier 
Perez de Cuctlar because m hes report he prarses the 
Turkish position. apparently because the invader 
appeared willing to hold talks with hom. 


Democratic Rally [DISI] Charrman Gilavkos Klondhrs 
sand that there are positive and negative clements in 
Perez de Cuellar’s report and that there are many other 
subyects on nt which need clarification. Klindhis also said 
that the secretary general commutied a huge tactical error 
by submutteng this report. which contains so many gaps. 
especially knowing that Cyprus 1s om the midst of an 
election campaign. The DIS] chairman said that the 
secretary general erred when he cupressed his apprecia- 
tron to the Turkish Government for its willingness to 
hold direct talks with him because. sence Turkey has not 
changed its positions on the substance of the Cyprus 
problem. it may be trying to create false mmpressions and 
mmpede an EC mitiative 


Democratx Party [DIKO] Chairman Spiros Kipranou 
said that the report either 1s deceptive. since it gives the 
impression that progress has been made on many serious 
ports, or something 1s beng concealed by the govern- 
ment. We have been told. Kiprianow sand. that in recent 
months no talks had taken place. However. Perez de 
C wellar says that talks have indeed taken place and that 
there has been progress on various basic subjects. The 
DIKO chairman asked for the national council to be 
convened so that a complete briefing on the subject can 
take place. Keprianow also sand that om hes report the UN 
secretary general pranses the mvader. who has not 
changed positions. semply because he has agreed to hold 
some talks with the secretary general 


Dhimires Khristofias. secretary general of the Restor- 
ative Party of the Working People [AKEL]. sand that 
Perez de Cuctlar’s report must be seriously studied by all 
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parties and the national council. Kristofias’ initial reac- 
tion was that he believes Perez de Cucllar’s evaluation 
that prerequisites have been created for the solution of 
the Cyprus problem this year is a bit hasty. Obviously. he 
added, the other side has not deviated from its positions 
On serious issues important for the solution of the 
Cyprus problem, issues such as territory, basic freedoms. 
demiulitarization, and the return of the refugees and the 
guaranices [independence, sovereignty, and territorial 
integrity}. These issues, he stressed, constitute the basic 
yardstick for the solution of ine Cyprus problem and if 
there 1s no concrete move by the other side it cannot be 
said that progress has been made on the Cyprus problem. 


Socialist EDEK [United Democratic Union of Cyprus} 
Party Chairman Vasos Lissaridhis said that the Perez de 
Cuellar report is unsatisfactory. He said that, although 
there have been such dramatic developments and 
everyone 1s talking about a new climate and a need has 
been ascertained for the substantive implementation of 
UN resolutions, the secretary general report docs not 
promote this climate. No mention is even made of UN 
resolutions for the withdrawal of foreign troops and the 
guarantee of basic freedoms. Lissaridhis criticized the 
secretary general because he praised the conqueror when 
Turkey's intransigence is expressed daily. He also 
stressed that Perez de Cucilar should promote UN reso- 
lutions that refer to the substance of the Cyprus problem. 


Pavios Dhinglis, chairman of [ADISOK] Democratic 
Socialist Renewal Movement. said that his party's gen- 
eral assessment is that the secretary general's report and 
the Security Council's decision are not negative. 
Dhinglis said, however, that the secretary general's ref- 
erence to Turkey's role is not objective because its 
wording gives the impression of rather positive behavior 
by the Turkish Government. The ADISOK chairman 
also mentioned that the national council must convene 
as soon as possible. He even said that the next session 
should be expanded to enable partics that are not cur- 
reatly represented in parliament to express their feelings. 
Dhinglis concluded that our side must address the issues 
iN a positive manner and help the secretary general's 
efforts. 


Liberal Party Chairman Nikos Rolandhis said that the 
secretary gencral’s report is not totally negative. How- 
ever, because the secretary general does not usually name 
the various parties specifically, Rolandhis thinks that the 
fact that only Turkey—which is a conquering country— 
was mentioned by name is very unfortunate considering 
the circumstances. Rolandhis also said that the Greek 
Cypriot side must exploit and utilize the good climate 
that currently exists and cooperate with the secretary 
general without great words and illusions so that a 
solution to the Cyprus problem may be found. He also 
agreed with the ADISOK chairman's view that an 
expanded national council session should be called. 
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7.43003 196291 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
to Cyprus 1630 GMT 30 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] Prime Minister D \rvis Eroglu has said that. 
although the Turkish Cypriot side favors the solution of 
the Cyprus problem, he does not expect this to be 
accomplished soon due to the Greek Cypriot stand. 


Speaking during a tclevision interview held today, 
Eroglu said he did not share the optimism expressed in 
the UN secretary gencral’s report on Cyprus that the 
problem could be solved in two or three months. He said 
the reason 1s that the Greek Cypriot side 1s not ready to 
give up its title of the Cyprus Government. 


Recalling that two separate states exist in the north and 
the south of Cyprus. Eroglu said that the need for the 
joining of these two states under a federal roof must be 
accepted. “The moment we agree to become part of the 
alleged Cyprus Republic, then we will be faced with the 
danger of becoming a minority patched to that republic.” 
he said. 


Regarding the UN secretary general's report on Cyprus. 
which he termed as an impartial report, Eroglu said that 
the fact that the equality of the Turkish Cypriots was 
stressed and the term Cyprus Republic was not men- 
tioned was a positive development. 


Claiming that on issues which the report says an agree- 
ment has been achieved the agreement 1s not total, 
Eroglu said: We want our sovereignty in the north, our 
being a separate people, and our right to sc!f- 
determination to be accepted together with bizonality, 
bicommunality, and effective Turkish guarantecs. 


On reports about the existence of a plan composed of 
eight articles for the solution of the Cyprus problem. 
which has been submitted to the United Nations, Eroglu 
said that work for the solution of the problem 1s being 
conducted in cooperation with Turkey. He remarked 
that at this moment the issue of territory was not on the 
agenda and pointed out that all issues will be taken up as 
one package and that a solution will be reached only 
when an agreement is reached on this entire package. 


On reports that President Rauf Denktas and the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus [TRNC] are being kept out 
of the negotiations by Turkey, Eroglu said: The party to 
the Cyprus issue is the Turkish Cypriot side. He then 
recalled that in agreements reached with Turkey it has 
been made clear that no initiative will be supported until 
the complete backing and consent of the Turkish Cypriot 
people has been obtained. 


In response to another question, E-oglu said that conces- 
sions do not always bring solutions. He continued: | 
would like to point out to our people that we do not have 
the kind of government which believes in making con- 
cessions to get rid of problems. 
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He said that no matier when a solution is found, the 
TRNC will continue to survive. [passage omitted] 


Greece's Coalition of Left Party Leader Leaves 


NC3003232791 Nicosia CyBC Television Network 
in Greek 1830 GMT 30 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] Maria Dhamanaki, chairman of the Coalition 
of the Left and of the Progress Party, described her visit 
to Cyprus as particularly positive and substantive. Dha- 
manaki also stressed that the leftwing in Greece has 
always been in the front line of the struggle for support of 


the Cypriot people. [passage omitted] 


Within the framework of briefing contacts, Dhamanaki 
also met with Archbishop Khrisostomos today and with 
a delegation of the Pan-Cypriot Commitice of Missing 
Persons Relatives. 


The Coalition of the Left and of Progress delegation lefi 
for Athens this afternoon. 


Free Entry Between North, South Proposed 


142903161091 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1S30 GMT 29 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] Lefkosa (A.A}—President Rauf Denktas of the 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) on 
Friday proposed mutual freedom of entry between the 
Turkish and Greek Cypriot sectors. 


Denktas told a news conference that the freedom of entry 
would be to the benefit of both the TRNC and the Greek 
Cypriot administration. “Let us not put obstacies in 
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front of those who want to go to the north from the south 
or vice versa. Let's make an agreement on freedom of 
entry. Let our contacts be more frequent and more 
normal.” he said. 


Denktas’ proposal came only two days after Javier Perez 
de Cuellar, the secre,ay general of the United Nations. 
on Wednesday submitted a verbal report on the Cyprus 
question to the UN. [passage omitted] 


Denktas To Visit U.S.. Meet Baker 15 Apr 


743103111991 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radw in Turkish 
to Cyprus 1030 GMT 31 Mar 91 


[Text] President Rauf Denktas will meet with US. 
Secretary of State James Baker in the United States on 
1S April. According to the ANATOLIA Agency. the 
decision on the Denktas-Baker mecting was made during 
summit talks between Turkish President Turgut Ozal 
and U.S. President George Bush in Camp David. 


Sources close to Ozal report that the Greek Cypriot side 
has been informed about the upcoming Denktas-Baker 
meeting. Diplomatic sources in New York note that the 
meeting between Denktas and Baker 1s an indication of 
an imminent solution to the Cyprus problem. 


It was also stated that. aficr his meeting with Baker. 
Denktas will proceed to New York. A mecting with UN 
Secretary General Perez de Cuclilar will not be possibic, 
however, as the latter will be in Europe at that time. The 
report added that Denktas will also visit Canada at the 
end of the first weck in April before going to the United 
States. 
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Bombs Explode in Suburban Hotel, Bank Branches 


Two Bombs in Hotel 


NC3103212091 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
2100 GMT 31 Mar 91 


[Text] Two successive explosions went off at 2236 [1936 
GMT] today in an open space of the Pendclikon Hotel in 
Kifisia [an Athens suburb]. The explosions caused only 
material damage. 


Shortly before the explosions, at 2220, an unidentified 
person telephoned ELEVTHEROTIPIA newspaper and 
said that in 16 minutes from the time of the call there 
would be an explosion on the top floor of the hotel. The 
polwe Immediate Action Department was notified imme- 
diately. As soon as the policemen arrived at the Pendelikon 
Hotel, the two explosions went off in the open space. 


Citibank Branches Damaged 


NC3103154591 Athens Domestic Service in Greck 
1800 GMT 31 Mar 91 


[Text] Three time-explosive devices went off at 0530 today 
[0230 GMT] at two Citibank branches in Ambelokipoi and 
Kipseli [in the Athens suburbs]. The three bombs exploded 
almost simultaneously—one on Panormos Street and the 
other two at the intersection of loannis Dhrosopoulos and 
Khania Streets in Kipseli. The explosions caused serious 
material damage to both the bank branches and to cars 
parked nearby. No organization has as yet claimed respon- 
sibility for the explosions. 


Media Protests Albanian Ban on Election Coverage 


NC3103155191 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1800 GMT 31 Mar 91 


[Text] The managers of Greck Television One [ET-1]. 
Greek Television Two [ET-2}, Antenna, and Mega 
Channel television networks have issued a joint state- 
ment strongly protesting the attitude of the Albanian 
Government, which, after various hedging tactics and 
excuses, did not allow the entry of TV teams and special 


correspondents from Greece to follow up and report on 
the parliamentary clections in Albania. 


The statement stressed: This stance of the Albanian 
Government deprives the Greek people of the right to be 
briefed on what is happening in that country and its 
effects on the Greek minority, particularly on an issuc 
that 1s relevant to the liberalization which the Tirana 
regime had promised. 


Government on UN Report, Turkish Reaction 


NC2903234891 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
2200 GMT 29 Mar 91 


[Text] The Turkish side's interpretation of the UN 
secretary general's statement 1s not related to reality, a 
government statement issued this evening stressed. The 
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government points out that in his report the UN secre- 
lary general explicitly refers to his terms of office as 
determined by Security Council Resolution 367 of 1975 
and directly rejects the distorted interpretations of is 
contents as well as those interpretations given to Reso- 
lution 649. Javier Perez de Cucilar also noted clearly 
that, in addition to Resolution 649, Resolution 367 and 
the summit agreements between the two communitics 
reached in 1977 and 1979 are also a basis for reaching an 


agreement on the Cyprus issuc. 


The government statement stresses that Resolution 649 
falls within an entire series of Security Council decisions 
relevant to the Cyprus issue, which cirarly include the 
withdrawal of foreign armed forces from the territory of 
the Republic of Cyprus. Consequently, the government 
statement notes, only the true implementation of all of the 
UN resolutions would lead to a just and viable solution to 
the Cyprus issuc. The statement adds that Greece supports 
the initiatives of the Cyprus Government. 


The government statement also refers to a statement 
made by the Panhellenic Socialist Movement chairman 
recalling that Andreas Papandreou made hasty remarks 
and premature appraisals and asking him to respect the 
current times of responsibility. 


Greek Cypriot Defense Minister Arrives in Athens 


NC 2803233091 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 
2100 GMT 28 Mar 91 


[Text] Defense Minister Andreas Aloneviss, who arrived 
in Athens this aficrnoon, was received by Prime Minister 
Konstandinos Mitsotakis this evening. After the 
meeting. Alonevtis said he bricfed the Greck prime 
minister on issucs of his responsibility and added that 
they discussed the situation as tt has currently developed 
in Cyprus and exchanged various views. Tomorrow. the 
defense minisicr will meet with his Greek counterpart 
and with Greek military leaders. 


New Frigates Being Built for Hellenic Navy 


NC 2903174191 Athens ATHENS NEWS in Enelish 
29 Mar Yi p 2 


{Text} The building of three new frigates for the Hellenic 
Navy started at the Skaramanga shipyards outside 
Athens yesterday. According to press reports, plans cxrst 
for the building of yet another three frigates with the 
cooperation of a German firm. 


The Skaramanga shipyards have built a number of 
frigates and coastguard vessels for the Hellenic Navy as 
part of the modernization of the fect. 


According to the same reports, one frigate may be built 
in German shipyards in the future, apart from the six 
already planned. 
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Ozal Reassures Commanders Against Kurdish State 
TA3 103144991 Istanbul MILLIYVET in Turkish 
26 Mar 91 p 19 


[Report by Tayfun Talipoglu] 


[Text] It has been learned that President Turgut Ozal has 
told commanders, who made it known thal they were 
uneasy about developments concerning the Kurds: “Do 
not fear the concessions we are making. Our Kurds 
Cannot establish a state. They have no such intentions.” 


During a meeting with General Dogan Gures. chief of 
the General Staff. and other commanders prior to his 
visit to the United States, Ozal listened to the views of 
the military on various issues. 


According to information received from sources close to 
the Cankaya Mansion, the commanders explained to 
Ozal their uneasiness about the incidents that occurred 
in various parts of the country following the bill on the 
free use of the Kurdish language. The commanders said: 
“We believe ‘that there will be subsequent demands’ and 
we think that this is harmful to our national integrity.” 
President Ozal, in turn, told the commanders that such 
arrangements are essential if Turkey is to occupy a 
position in the contemporary world and that these 
moves should not be feared. Ozal declared: “This must 
not be blown out of proportion. Turkey's national intcg- 
rity 1s not threatened in this respect. Even if we grant the 
Kurds in Turkey the freedom to establish a state. they 
have no such intention. They cannot establish a state.” 


It is reported that Ozal offered the following explanation 
regarding the events in northern Iraq and the talks held 
with Talabani: 


“We are in favor of Iraq's territorial integrity. The whole 
world »s listening and talking to these people. As a 
regional country, we, too, should not stay out of these 
developments. We must be aware of what is going on in 
the region firsthand and not through other countrics. 
Talabani's visit was conducted within this framework.” 


We Cannet Help 


During the meeting. Ozal reportedly said that there 1s no 
question of Turkey helping the Kurds in northern Iraq in 
weapons or in other issucs and thal assistance 1s 
extended from state to state. Ozal explained that Turkey 
is ready to aid Iraq by sending medicines and food. but 
the Iraqi ambassador to Ankara expressed the concern 
that this assistance may end up in the hands of the Kurds 
im northern Iraq. Ozal added: “I told the Iraqi ambas- 
sador that we would bring it up to the border and the rest 


1S Iraq's responsibility.” 
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Ozal's Attitude on Presidential System “Changed” 
743103145891 Istanbul MILLIYVET in Turkish 
2? Mar 91 p 10 


[Report by Fikret Bila] 


[Excerpts] When the United States failed to extend 
emergency financial aid to Turkey, President Turgut 
Ozal said on the subject of constitutional amendment. 
including the transition to the presidential system, “that 
the provisions of the amendment on which the parties 
concur should be enacted, but there will not be a refer- 
endum.” The opposition parties interpreted this to mean 
“that Ozal has been subdued and 1s forced to control 
himself.” 


Commenting on Ozal's attitude in a statement to MIL- 
LIYET. Truc Path Party leader Suleyman Demirel and 
Hikmet Cetin. secretary general of the Social Democratic 
Populist Party. agreed that “Ozal was disappointed, and 
he +s therefore changing his tune.” 


Demirel said: “lt must be clear that a presidential system 
cannot be established in Turkey with U.S. money.” 
adding: 


“Mr. Ozal may have thought that he can introduce a 
presidential sysiem in Turkey with the money he was 
hoping to get from the United States. We would categor- 
ically oppose a presidential system. There is no country 
in the world other than the United States where the 
presidential system works. This was always imposed in 
South American countries through coups. The condi- 
tions in Turkey are not suitable for such a system. If the 
president is elected by the people. he would be more 
impartial and Cankaya would cease to be a controversial 
issuc. but this would be a presidential system and not a 
one-man administration. We would oppose a presiden- 
tial system. If you request moncy in exchange for some- 
thing done during an international crisis. then you 
become a mercenary. This is what Ozal 1s doing. He 
turned Turkey into a mercenary, into a country for rent. 
He humiliated Turkey by asking Bush for money. In 
turn. Bush said to Ozal: Do not ask me for money. If you 
do, you may put distance between us. This ts what Bush 
tried to indicate to Ozal through his attitude. Money has 
a cold face. Ozal has not found what he hoped for in 
Washington.” [passage omiticd] 


The Tension Has Dropped 


The fact that Ozal did not insist on the constitutional 
amendment. which envisages a transition to the presi- 
dential system and includes the direct election of the 
president by the people as well as a change in presiden- 
tial powers, and that he only requested the enactment of 
the provisions on which the three parties can agree has 
helped to reduce the tension in Ankara. A relaxed 
attitude on this subject was observed especially in the 
Motherland Party. Prime Minister Akbulut’s declaration 
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that “there will not be carly elections” reinforces this 
argument. Opposition circles noted that Ozal was plan- 
ning to improve the state of the Treasury with the fresh 
moncy he was hoping to acquire from the United States 
and increase the wages of the civil servants significantly. 
and then seck clections. Opposition circles remarked, 
however, that Ozal changed his attitude when he failed 
to obtain moncy from Bush. 


Oil Pipeline May Open After Cease-Fire 


742903180291 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1700 GMT 29 Mar ¥! 


[Text] President Turgut Ozal has said that following the 
new UN arrangements regarding the cease-fire in Iraq. 
the on! pipeline in Turkey might be reopened im a short 
while. Metin Balci from the Turkish Radio and Televi- 
sion [TRT] team in New York reports: 


[Begin Bale: recording} Ozal, who ts continuing his trip 
in the United States. made a statement to the TRT 
saying that Turkey 1s not supplying arms to the opposi- 
tion forces struggling in Iraq and that the mectings held 
with the minority leaders were of a humanitarian nature 
alone. 


On the issue of strategic cooperation, which began to be 
discussed after his mecting with President Bush, Ozal 
said that this concept docs not have a military connota- 
tion and that it symbolizes long-term goals in Turkish- 
US. relations. 


Referring to the Cyprus issuc, Ozal said that there are 
certain points on the issue that do not allow any sicps 
backward. He said that if the Greek Cypriots renounce 
exploiting the problem for political gains and adopt a 
good willed approach. the problem can be solved. 


Ozal said that the aid pledged to cover the losses suffered 
by Turkey as a result of the Gulf crisis might arrive by 
the end of the year. He said: We did not do what we did 
for money. One should not view the issuc as a financial 
one. 


Oral, who 1s continuing his contacts in New York, today 
visited THE WALL STREET JOURNAL. one of the 
leading dailies in the United States, and conferred with 
the executives for some time. Ozal also received the 
president of the Federation of Turkish-U).S. Associa- 
tions. He will be leaving for Houston this evening. [end 
recording} 


Ozal Gets Checkup; Comments on Proposed Amnesty 
743103062291 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
0430 GMT 31 Mar 9¥i 


{Text} It has been announced that President Turgut 
Ovzal, who underwent a medical checkup in Houston. 
United States, 1s in very good health. Ozal's checkup. at 
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the Methodist Hospital in Houston. was conducted by a 
medical team led by Dr. Michac! De Bakcy. 


In a news conference following his medical examination. 
Oval said that. at present. Turkey docs not have any 
economic problems. In response to a reporter's remarks 
that State Minisier Gunes Taner 1s currently in the 
United States secking an emergency loan, Ozal said: Mr. 
Taner 1s the state minister in charge of economic affairs. 
Everyone wants to get his moncy as soon as possibic. | 
believe this 1s where the matter lies. Turkey docs not 
have any probiems now. but maybe he 1s acting in this 
way because he 1s afraid no one will pay up. 


Pointing out that Turkey's importance 1s continuing not 
only for the Middle East. but also for Europe. the 
presideni stressed: Turkey 1s the only democratic 
country in the region. It has been applying a multiparty 
system for 45 years and a free-market cconomy for |! 
years. We have been very successful in thes. Turkey's 
structure constitutes a good cxample for other Islamic 
countries in the region. 


Commenting on the new Icgal measure gencrally known 
in the public as the amnesty law, O7zal said that amnesty 
8 constitutionally impossible. therefore. the government 
is considering the suspension of sentences. Ozal noted 
that the suspension will cover especially common crimes 
and may include certain crimes committed in the south- 
cast Anatoha region. The president remarked that he will 
assist in the enactment of the law before the Ramadan 
holiday. adding: If the law 1s legislated in a satisfactory 
manner, | will endorse 1 without referring it back to the 
Assembly. 


Ozal concluded by saying that he will visit the Unied 
States again next month to be accorded an honorary 
doctorate by New York University. 


Demirel Denounces Ozal Mistreatment in New \ ork 


743003192191 Ankara TRT Television Network 
im Turkish 1800 GMT 30 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] Speaking at a mecting orga- 
mized by his party in Ankara today. Suleyman Demirel 
said that he strongly denounces the mistreatment of 
President Turgut Ozal in New York. which he considers 
a despicable incident and an insult to the Turkish people 


[Begin Demirel recording] Here. in our country. we 
might criticize cach other as we like. However. abroad. 
we are al! united as one. Arguing about the «ssucs at hand 
does not mean that we do not cherish this unity and 
solidarity. We strongly denounce any incident abroad 
directed against our national honor and pridc 


The fact that cggs and tomatoes are thrown at the visiting 
president of a country. no matier who he 1s, cannot be 
taken as a consequence of democracy existing in that 
country. Such an incident is shametul and only proves 
that disrespect 1s allowed in that country. This shameful 
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incident committed against the Turkish nation 1s disre- 
spectful. | denounce this incident. [end recording] 

He added that the Turkish people and state do not 
deserve such treatment. Do not despair over such inci- 
dents, he said, Turkey has the high and patriotic senti- 
ments to pul up with such incidents. 


Akbulut on Ozal's New York Visit, Cyprus Issue 


743103182891 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkis! 1600 GMT 31 Mar 91 


[Text] Prime Minister Yildirim Akbulut has said that he 
has advised the parties involved in the Turkish Airlines 
strike, expected to begin tomorrow, to reconcile their 
differences. 


Akbulut replied to reporters’ questions at Ataturk Air- 
port while he was on his way from Istanbul to Ankara. 
Akbulut said that he is against the strike, but that strikes 
are a democratic right and are legal. Recalling that 
everyone is free to exercise this right, Akbulut said: The 
purpose of a strike, however, is to inform the public of 
the dimensions of the dispute. The public has been 
informed on various occasions. | advise them to nego- 
tate and reconcile their differences. Then. again. 


everyone is free to exercise his legal rights. 


Akbulut also condemned the incidents caused by a group 
of Greek Cypriots during President Turgut Ozal's visit to 
New York. He added that such actions do not yield any 
results and that it 1s clear that the perpetrators of these 
acts are in the wrong. 


In reply to a question on the latest developments 
regarding the Cyprus question, Akbulut said that the 
Turkish view that there are two communities on the 
island with equal political rights is weli known and that 
Turkey 1s in favor of an agreement that will secure 
Turkish guarantees. Noting that UN Resolution 649 is 
within this framework and that Turkey has always sup- 
ported this resolution, Akbulut said: The sides involved 
have to sit at the negotiating table and find a solution. 
We support a solution that will be reached in this 
manner. 


Italy's De Michelis Stops in Ankara; Comments 


143003154091 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
ISIS GMT 30 Mar 91 


{Text} Ankara (A.A}—Italian Foreign Minister Gianni 
de Michelis said here on Saturday that. “considering the 
close ties between Europe and the U.S.. | see no risk in 
Turkey's getting closer to the United States.” 


The Itahan minister talked to A.A. during the half hour 
his plane from Iran stopped over in Ankara’s Esenboga 
Airfield for refuelling. 
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On the subject of United Nations Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cucliar’s verbal report the other day to 
the U.N. General Assembly on Cyprus, De Michels said 
if the report satisfied both sides involved in the Cyprus 
problem, it would satisfy them too. 


In connection with Turkey's full membership in the 
European Community De Michelis said this depended 
largely on the objective and subjective aspects of full 
membership. 

After stating that both the present and future member 
countries had to keep im view the objective aspects, 
comprising economic and social matters, De Michelis 
said it was his conviction that Turkish economy would 
improve if it was integrated with the EC economy. 


“However, he added. subjective aspects. such as the 
Cyprus problem. should hopefully be resolved to open 
the way to Turkey's membership.” [quotation marks as 
received] 


Ankara Solution to Cyprus Problem ‘Flexible’ 
743103193091 Istanbul MILLIYVET in Turkish 
27 Mar 91 p 16 


[Report by Nur Batur] 


[Text] The fog has begun to lifi on the steps being taken 
by Turkey and the Turkish Republic of North Cyprus 
[TRNC] for the solution of the Cyprus problem and on 
expectations in UN circles that the solution to the 


Cyprus problem ts imminent. 


According to reliable sources, Turkey 1s inclined to be 
flexible concerning key issues on which the Greeks and 
the Greek Cypriots are making a lot of nose and which 
cause Turkey to be accused of intransigence in interna- 
tional forums. These are the main topics that probably 
were also taken up at Camp David between President 
Bush and Ozal concerning which new steps will be taken 
by the Turkish side: 


1. Territorial Arrangements: Following informal con- 
tacts held with the United Nations. the Turkish Cypriot 
side has begun to prepare a new map showing acceptable 
territorial arrangements in detail. 


So far the territorial probiem is based on the percentage 
of territory held by the two sides in Cyprus (the Turkish 
side held 29 percent of the territory) in accordance with 
lines drawn on the map. Considering the importance of 
the territorial issue, the TRNC is preparing for the first 
time a detailed map considering the situation of each 
and every village along the border. 


It is reported that the TRNC is preparing this map in 
coordination with the United Nations. Accordingly. the 
principles of economic profitability as well as land 
ownership and security requirements, on which an agree- 
ment was reached between Denktas and Makarios in 
1977. are being taken into consideration. Officials point 








w TURKEY 


out that, currently, sccurnty maticrs will not be given 
high prnority and that cconomic profitability and land 
ownership will consistute the fundamental rssucs for 
consideration. 


The officials explain that work for the map 1s carned out 
within the framework of a border rearrangement, special 
attention being paid to upset as few people as possibic on 
the Turkish side. It 1s noted that there are some villages 
which are economically divided and that these will be 
left to the Greek Cypriot side, while a request will be 
made for the return of some Greek Cypriot villages to the 
Turkish side again based on the principle of cconomuic 
unity. 


The Turkish Cypriot side 1s planning to bring this map to 
the negotiating table with the condition that this will be 
an integral part of a package solution to the Cyprus rssuc 
and that Greck Cypriots also will come up with a similar 
map. In other words, should the Greek Cypriots refuse to 
agree with the principles determined in unofficial con- 
tacts between the Turkish side and the United Nations, 
the Turkish side will not be ready to make unilateral 


2. The Maras [Varosha] Issue: The Maras issuc 1s con- 
sidered part of the territorial arrangement package. The 
Turkish Cypriot side has imsinuated to the United 
Nations in the past that i 1s ready to cede Maras to the 
Greek Cypriot side within the framework of a solutron in 
Cyprus. Should no agreement be reached this time. the 
Turkish Cypriot side is planning to open Maras to 
scttiement through the repair, operate and transfer 
method. Though sovereignty will remain in TRNC 
hands, the hotel owners will be given first priority 


3. Free Circulation: According to a principle accepted by 
the Turkish Cypriot side since negotiations with the 
Greck Cypriot leader Vasihou began, the day a federal 
republic 1s established, free circulation will be allowed 
and any Cireck Cypriot who so desires will be allowed to 
visit the north freely. 


The principle of free circulation 1s being left out of the 
18-year moratormum package being requested by the 
Turkish Cypriot side. 


4. Freedom of Settlement and Property Ownership: The 
Turkish Cypriot side put forward a proposal concerning 
these two fundamental freedoms which calls for an 
18-year moratorium starting from the establishment of a 
federal republic and the option of reducing the morato- 
rum pernod at the end of the first 9 years, depending on 
the republic's functioning. 


Now, the Turkish Cypriot side has let it be known to the 
UN Secretary General that the 18 and 9 year periods are 
negotiable. This means that Mearbility 1s being shown in 
the operation of these two freedoms on which the Gireck 
Cypriots are so msistent 
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5. Seif-Determination [last word in English] (The Right 
to Determine Onc’s Fate) Denktas’ msistence that “a 
paragraph be included in the document to the effect that 
the Turkish Cypriot peopic have the mght to self deter- 
mination (the mght to determine one’s fate)” caused the 
negotiations to be suspended at the last Denktas- 
Vasihou summit in New York. The Turkish Cypriot 
proposal at the teme that these principics “be pul im 
parentheses” could not help the ncgotiations to continuc. 
Now, the Turkish Cypriot side does not present the nght 
to scif-determination as a precondition. Officials state: 
As a maticr of fact. everyone knows that the Turkish 
Cypnot people have the nmght to selif-determination. Al 
the New York summit we were severely criticized 
because of our requcst on the rsuc. Now, im order to 
faciitate a solutwon we have abandoned the idea of a 
“precondition” at the talks. 


6. Refugees: The Turkish Cypriot side 1s also showing 
flexibility on the rssuc of refugees, an issuc that has, for 
years, led to a lot of pressure on Turkey and the TRNC. 
During the unofficial talks held with the United Nations, 
the Turkish Cypriot side has agreed to determinc, in 
principle. a cesling figure regarding the number of Greek 
(Cypriots that will be allowed to return to north Cyprus at 
the end of the moratorium penod 


7. The Turkish Troops on the Island and Guarantees: No 
concessions are being made on the policy of Turkey 
being a guarantor statc to the Cyprus Federal Republic to 
be established 


A new stand 1s being adopted, however, regarding the 
withdrawal of the Turkish troops from the sland. Within 
the framework of this new stand, the United Nations 1s 
being asked to determine the “Turkish, Turkish Cypriot 
and Cireck Cypriot, Greek forces” mm the north and the 
south. If at the end, ut 1s determined that there are more 
troops im the north, Turkey accepts the withdrawal of 
these forces. 


Turkey and the TRNC state that the Greek Cypriots 
purchase some $1! millon worth of arms daily and that 
not all these purchases are directed towards defense. As 
a matter of fact. the mntention of the Greck Cypriots 1s to 
start a one-day war and the suspicion and mistrust on the 
issuc has clearly been conveyed to the United Nations 
during unofficial talks. 


&. Constitution: In return for the Mearbility shown by the 
Turkish Cypriot side. ut rs requested that the Cireck 
Cyprnots accept a bcommunal bizonal federal system 
hased on political equality with guaranices that can no 
longer be clominated. 


One Should Not Build Many Illusions 


According to officials, “Turkey and the TRNC are 
showing considerable Mexrbility on a bid to open the way 
to a solutvon on the real sense of the word.” The mmpres- 
son in Ankara 1s that despite this recent Mexarbility, there 
has not been a meaningful change mm the Gireck Cypriot 
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approach. Officials sasd: If the UN secretary general and 
the United States want a solution to the problem. they 
might try to convince the Greek Cypriots to accept all 
these principles that have been reached during the unof- 
ficial talks. Otherwise. the flexibility to be shown by 
Turkey or the TRNC cannot be meaningful. This is a 
matter of give and take. The Turkish Cypriot side has 
shown that it 1s ready to give. Now i 1s the turn of the 
Greek Cypriots. They should also give. 


Syrian Foreign Minister Interviewed 
143103155391 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
ISIS GMT 31 Mar 91 


[Text] Ankara (AA}—Syrian Minister of Foresgn Affairs 
Farug al-Shar’. replying to Mehmet Ali Birand’s ques- 
trons, said that Turkish-Syrian relations have been 
improving during the last few years. He added that Syna 
definitely does not support incidents of violence directed 
against Turkey or infiltrations directed to serve these 
goals. 


Here are al-Shar's replies to Birand’s questions: 


[Birand] Syria 1s one of the countries that has emerged 
victornous from this war. Your archenemy has been 
defeated. Now you are the favorite of the West, which 
until a short while ago used to describe you as a terrorist. 
How do you view Syria today? Would you say it 1s the 
most powerful country im the region” 


[Al-Shar’] We are powerful enough to protect ourselves. 


[Birand] Are you planning to fill the vacuum created by 
Iraq” 


[Al-Shar’] Actually the vacuum 1s not in the region but 
within Iraq. | am confident that the iraqi people will fill 
this vacuum without any outside interference. We met 
with the Iraqi opposition leaders during their meetings 
in Beirut and we explained to them the importance we 
attach to Iraq's territorial integrity. 


[Birand] You are insistent on making a statement on 
Iraq's territorial integrity. Why are you so sensitive to 
the issue” 


{Al-Shar’] Our sensibilities stem especially from historic 
reasons. We Arabs have complained about British and 
French policies after the Ottoman Empire moved out of 
the region. Al the time, these two countries were super- 
powers and they clearly divided the Arabs, whereas the 
Ottomans preserved the Arabs as a single political entity. 
They gave the Arabs the security of an Islamic umbrella. 
When the Ottomans lefi, the French and the British 
divided Syria. We do not want Iraq to be divided in the 
same manner. If a division starts, this can spill over to 
other countrnes. If Iraq 1s divided for ethnic reasons. this 
might constitute a bad example to ethnic groups in other 
countries. Other countries might be influenced. That is 
why we do not want Iraq's division. 
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[Birand] Mr. Minister. a Damascus Declaration was 
issued here in which the principles of the security mea- 
sures to be taken in the region were stipulated. Will 
Turkey play a role in the issue? Or are you saying: “This 
iS am issue among Arabs. you and Iran should not be 
interfering.” 


[Al-Shar’] No, it is not like you say. The occupation of 
Kuwait was, in principle. an issue among Arabs. Its 
current security, however. should be ensured by the 
countries that opposed the Kuwaiti occupation. We will 
also try to secure your support and cooperation. 


[Birand] Mr. Minister, there 1s no need to conceal things 
from each other. Turkish-Synan relations were tense 
until a few years ago. We were suspicious of one another. 
What is the current situation” Is there still tension and 
suspicion” 


{Al-Shar’] Turkish-Syrian relations have improved 
during the last few years. This is in the interests of both 
parties. We have a long history together. We have long 
joint borders. It 1s necessary to solve the existing prob- 
lems in the interests of the Turkish, Syrian, and Arab 
peoples. Turkey's stability 1s part of the regional sta- 
bility. Therefore. we do not wish to see an unstable 
Turkey. 


[Birand] Can you say that a new phase has begun in 
relations” 


[Al-Shar’] | believe that there 1s goodwill. 


[Birand] Mr. Minister, there 1s a point, however, about 
which Turkey is very sensitive. The leader of a separatist 
organization 1s living in Damascus. How can you allow 
this person to remain in Syria and then convince Turkey 
that your approach is a friendly onc” 


[Al-Shar’] | do not know whether this person lives here. 
im Lebanon. or in Europe. 


[Birand] But Mr. Minister, it 1s a known fact that he lives 
here. 


{Al-Shar’] Actually. | do not know. | have never met him 
personally. 


{Birand] | believe that you have never met him, but... 


{Al-Shar’] Your press and some of your politicians are 
showing the cxrstence of this person as the sole reason for 
the developments in Turkey. They are attaching more 
importance than is needed: whereas the probiem is not 
outside, it 1s among yourselves... For example, there was 
a very religious trend in our press in the beginning of the 
1980's. It was a problem that had its roots within 
ourselves. and we have been able to solve ut after a 
four-year struggic. Now you have to be courageous and 
say that this 1s a domestic problem and that ii can only be 
solved by Turkish officials. | repeat: Syria docs not want 
confusion and instability in Turkey. We are all living in 
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the same region. Chaos in a country such as Turkey 
adversely affects its neighbors. including us. | am telling 
you clearly that Syria definitely does not support inci- 
dents of violence directed against Turkey nor does it 
support infiltrations to serve this purpose. 


[Birand] What term would you use to describe the 
current relations? Warm. friendly. very friendly? Which 
would be a more correct description” 


{Al-Shar’] One can say realistic and positive. Every 
passing year. every additional meeting constitutes a new 
development. increases the understanding. We are over- 
coming the obstructions step by step. 


Alptemocin Leaves for Romania on Official Visit 


740104084291 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
0800 GMT 1 Apr 91 


[Text] Foresgn Minister Ahmet Kurtcebe Alptemocin 
left for Romania today on an official visit. 


In a statement at Ankara’s Esenboga Airport prior to his 
departure. Alptemocin recalled that no problems exist 
between Turkey and Romania in the political field. He 
noted that bilateral relations will be discussed during his 
visit. He added that the visit will be a good opportunity 
to promote Turkey's relations with regional countries in 
the Black Sea and the Balkans. 


Alptemocin, who will be received by President lon 
Ihescu and Prime Minister Petre Roman. will return 
home on Wednesday [3 April]. 


State Minister Leaves for Saudi Arabia 


7.40104063691 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
0430GMT 1 Apr 9l 


[Text] State Minister Cemil Cicek left for Saudi Arabia 
last night to conduct various contacts. 


Crcek, who will hold talks with Saudi officials on the 


approaching hay period, 1s accompanied by Sait Yazi- 
croglu. the religious affairs director. 


Iraqi Opposition \lovement Leader Interviewed 


T.40104080191 Istanbul CUMHURIYVET in Turkish 
25 Mar 91 p 10 


[Interview with Layth Kubba. leader of the Iraqi Dem- 
ocratic Reform Movement, “in Turkey to participate in 
the conference on the Middle East peace process.” by 
Fatih M. Yilmaz: place and date not given] 


[Text] {Yilmaz} Can you explain your movement's views 
on Iraq” 


[Kubba] The Iraqi Democratic Reform Movement was 
formed in 1989. with the participation of members of 
various Iraqi opposition movements who were able to go 
abroad to escape Saddam Husayn’s extreme oppression. 
The movement, which is based in London. works for the 
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full establishment of democracy in Irag. Our aim ts not 
only to overthrow Saddam Husayn. but to change Iraq's 
administrative structure. 


[Yilmaz] What kind of change would that be? 


[Kubba] The present Iraqi Administration is a total 
military dictatorship. Regardiess of whether or not 
Saddam Husayn remains in power, the Bath Party will 
perpetuate this dictatorship under all conditions. We 
differ from other Iraqi opposition groups in that we do 
not believe that removing Saddam Husayn will be 
enough. 


[Yilmaz] What ts your relationship with the Kurdish and 
Shute groups” 


[Kubba] These groups are based on ethnic and religious 
characteristics. | was active in underground activities 
conducted by Shiite groups until 1986, therefore. | am 
well acquainted with their aims. The freedom sought by 
the Kurdish and Shite groups would bring about the 
disintegration of Iraq. Our program. on the other hand. 
envisages the establishment of a Western democratic 
system in which all the ethnic, religious, and political 
groups in the country would participate. 


[Yilmaz] Talabani, one of the Kurdish leaders. has called 
for a return to the country, declaring that he is going to 
lead the uprising in northern Iraq. 


[Kubba] We are following this development. Our move- 
ment is not based on an elite leadership. but on the 
middie classes. This stratum is currently under fearful 
pressure. That is why their voce is not heard. 


[Yilmaz] How do you assess Saddam Husayn’s promises 
of reform and the recent changes he made in the govern- 
ment” 


[Kubba] He is trying to stay in power in the wake of the 
war. Saddam Husayn. who was unable to fight the 
formidable forces that were positioned against him. is 
now trying to suppress the opposition. By promising 
reform, he is trying to convey to the United States the 
message that he 1s going to gradually bring about democ- 
racy im the country. So far, the U.S. policies have been 
based on the principle of getting nd of Saddam Husayn. 
My question is: If Saddam is replaced by Prime Minister 
Sa‘dun Hammadi, what will have changed in the 
country” Nothing. of course. 


[Yilmaz] Let us suppose that your wishes come true and 
an atmosphere of democracy prevails in your country. 
The conference held in Beirut proved in a way that the 
various Iraqi opposition groups cannot agree even 
among themselves. In what way will power be shared” 


[Kubba}] Our wishes are clearly stipulated in the docu- 
ment known as the Iraqi reform package, signed in 1989 
by the Iraqi opposition groups. including Jalal Talabani. 


the leader of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan [PUK]. 
This document envisages eliminating the Iraqi military 
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dictatorship and replacing with a coalition govern- 
ment. We are firmly opposed to the violation of Iraq's 
territorial integrity. That 1s why we claim that all groups 
in Iraq should be represented in the government in 
proportion to their size. 


[Yulmaz] Can you say that your movement has any 
suppor from any of the Western countries” 


[Kubba] There are those who help us. but this support 
should not be seen as a sign that our movement 1s the 
puppet of any particular country. We share identical 
views with counines that cherish Western-type democ- 
racy. and i 1s only natural that we should have a certain 
relationship with such countries. 


Kurdish Leader Wants ‘Democratic Regime’ 
7.13103150091 Ankara ANATOLIA im Turkish 
1415 GMT 31 Mar 9¥i 


[Text] Ankara (AA}—Jalal Talabani. the leader of the 
Patriouc Umon of Kurdistan [PUK] and one of the 
Kurdish leaders who 1s waging an armed struggic against 
the central government im Iraq. has said that they can 
declare independence im Iraq if they wish, but that they 
are not co ring tt. He sand: We want a federation and 
a democra gimme. 


The “32nd Day” program, prepared by Mehmet Ali 
Birand and to be broadcast on television tomorrow. 
deals with Iraq in the aftermath of the Gulf war and the 
changes that have occurred in the region. Jalal Talabani 
and Syrian Minister of Foreign Affairs Farug al-Shar 
replied to Birand’s questions on “the Middle East Dos- 
scr” and “Is Irag being divided”™ 


In a Statement to Birand, Talabani claimed that the 
Peshmergas are holding a large section of Northern Iraq 
under their control. Also claiming that they are holding 
some 90.000 Iraqi soldiers as prisoners of war. Talabani 
gave the following replies to the questions pul to him. 


[Birand] Since the control 1s im your hands, what will 
your next step be? Is 1 autonomy” What are your goals” 


| Talabani] If we want we can declare our independence 
We do not want to do this, however. Our goal 1s to 
establish a federation of Arabs. Turkomans. and Kurds. 
We want to have autonomy and to secure our funda- 
mental rights. li 1s within this framework that we will 
establish a transitional government. and then we will 
hold elections. We will realize all this without dividing 
Irag. We will realize « within the framework of a 
democratic state of Iraq. 


[Birand] Do you not want to declare your independence 
because you are afraid of the reaction of the other 
countries around you” 


[Talabani] This 1s a dream. At the same time it 1s not a 
realistic goal. There are many reasons. Primarily. you 
cannot change the borders in the Middle East. The 
international community 1s against 1. Furthermore. our 
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people are not yct reads for such a thing. Another reason 
1S thal we are nol im agreement among ourscives on a 
single united goal. Those in iran and Iraq want 
autonomy. For cxampic. those mm Syma can make do with 
cultural nghts alone. Furthermore. independence im not 
practical. lt +s unattainable and unrealistic. People hke 
us have to be realistic. We cannot engage in fantasy. 


[Birand] In the meantime. you also made a surprise visit 
to Ankara. Everyone 1s talking about this visit. | beheve 
thai 1 was your sccond visit. The first one was secret. 


[Talabani] Yes. the first ume 1 stopped over in Istanbul 
secretly was on 1977 


[Birand) Why” 


[Talabam] Because ai that treme | was on my way to 
Northern Irag to jorn the opposition forces. | was afraid 
that the Turkish police would detain me. | was carrying 
an Iraman passport. This time I went legally asa result of 
an invitation 


[Birand] Why +s Turkes so mmportant for you” Why did 
you msist on a dialoguc” 


[Talabani] From our point of view. Turkey 1s a very 
important country. It 1s large. Furthermore, Turkey has 
for years been putting forth cffective and significant 
obstacies to the struggic we have Deen waging in northern 
Iraq. We wanted to explain our goals and climinate 
Turkey's opposition. 


[Birand] What did you ask im concrete terms and what 
did you achieve” 


[Talabani] Above all. we wanted Turkey to understand 
our real goals and intentions and our struggic against the 
Iraqi dictatorship. We wanted to normalize and develop 
our relations with Ankara 


We were recenved with understanding. The fnends we 
met under vod our position. our wishes, and the goals 
for whch we are waging a siruggic. | believe that we were 
able to convince them that we do not pose a threat to 
Turkeys and that we in no way threaten Turkey's security. 
We received support politically and morally. We asked 
them to invite a delegation. lt was received positively. | 
beheve that a foundation of mutual fnendship was 
established between the Turkish Government and the 
Kurdish movement in Iraq 


[Birand] While in Ankara you explained to the Turkish 
officials your relatrons with the separatist terror organi- 
zation. PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan] and your 
stance towards them. In your subsequent statements. 
however, you used more flexible terms. This issue 1s very 
important for the Turkish public. Now everyone wants 
to know your views toward the PAK. What 1s your basic 
stand” 


[| Talabani} Whatever was sand to our Turkish frends was 
repeated in the statements. Thes 1s Turkey's domestic 
problem. and we do not interfere on Turkey's domestic 
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affairs. Our relations with the PAK have always had ups 
and downs. Al umes they have been normal. and at tomes 
full of tension. Since we are from the same cthni orgin 
we have to be om contact with them from me to ume 
and we have to exchange views. This. however. docs not 
mean that we are on full agreement with them. Newher 
our tactics nor our slogans are semilar. For cxampic. we 
want a federation, a democrat regime. whereas they 
have different views. We have always struggled for a 
peacetul and politecal solutron im Irag. They. however. 
are waging gucrrila warfare 


[Birand|] What will you be saying to the PAK leader 
when you next mect hem’? Will you tell him that the 
Turkish people are sick and ured of these Moods acts 
and murders. that nothing can be gained by these 
methods, and that this has to stop” 


[Talabani] |. regardicss of the venuc. am im favor of 
waging struggics for democracy and human rights within 
the framework of acceptable tactics and slogans. | am not 
m favor of terrorism. | am not im favor of srolating 
human nights or damaging the historic ties we have with 
the peoples with whom we coexrst. | well tell hom that I 
met anew Turkeys. Thes 0s my stand 


| Birand] If the PAA settles down im the regions under 
your control im northern Irag and engages in operations 
irom there, will you allow this” 


| Talaban:) If thes want to come and live there as political 
refugecs they are welcome. Our stand, however, 1s very 
clear. Northern lrag cannot be used against Iran of Syria 
We will not allow this 


[Birand] Can you say that a new cra has started in the 
region” 


| Talabani] Ves. a new era has dawned 


Iraqi Kurdish Envoy Arrives for Second Visit 
1 180038212991 Ankara Domestw Service in lurkish 
2100 GMT 30 Mar 9! 


[Text] A report which appeared in Ankara’s TURKISH 
DAILY NEWS today says that Masud Barzani’s special 
representative (Muhsin Didai) arrived im Ankara some 
tume ago for a second round of talks with Turkish 
officials 


According to information from ANATOLIA, Foreign 
Ministry Spokesman Murat Sungar confirmed the report 
that Barzani's representative (Muhsin Didai) arrived mm 
Turkey for a second tome for talks with Turkish officials 


The report in the Ankara daily adds that Ibrahim arrived 
m Ankara on 22 March once more and held talks with 
Tugay Ovcen, the Foreygn Ministry undersecretary. The 
report adds that Barzani’s representative requesicd 
humanitarian aid of food and medicines from Turkey for 
Iraq: Kurds 
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Kurds Demonstrate, March in Diyarbakir District 


1 13003210291 Istanbul MILLIVET in Turkish 
Var Yipilyv 


[Report by Namah Durukan. ham: ()nal] 


[Text] Ham: (MILLIVET}—Some 1.000 people from 
Diyarbaker’s 12 villages marched to Ham District m 
protest agarnst what they clarmed was the oppression of 
securmy forces and the detention of mnocent pcopic 
Some of the demonstrators who refused to disperse were 
manhandled and the security forces fired warning shots 
mito the aw. it ws reported that a large number of 
demonstrators were taken mmto custody 


The villagers who icft ther towns en masse and beaded 
toward Han: were stopped by the barricades put up by 
the security forces at the entrance of the district. The 
demonstrators. who were chanting Kurdish slogans. were 
not allowed into the district. When the demonstrators 
refused to disperse and tension between the demonsira- 
tors and security forces mounted, special mission teams 
were sent to the arca from Diyarbakir 


As demonstrators began to disband, another group of 
demonsirators began gathering at the district center 
Security forces did not interfere with the action of some 
4K) demonstrators who marched within the district 
These also dispersed after a while without causing any 
imodents 


it +s reported that the leaflets. distributed by the PAA 
[Workers Party of Kurdistan] om the district prior to the 
demonstrations, called upon the people living im the 
region to close their shops im protest 


PKK Leader on Proposed Kurdish National Congress 
143103712591 Istanthuld CU WHURTVET in Turkish 
“4 Var vi Pa 


[Text] (CUMBHURIVET News Center) The PAA 
leader Abdullah Ocalan, who was interviewed during the 
last six days by four Turkish journalists as well as by 
AFP. the German televisson network ARD. and some 
Arab reporters, icfi hes Damascus headquarters ycs- 
terday for the PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan] mil- 
tary camp im the al- Biga’ valicy. called the Muhsin 
Korkmaz Academy 


lt 1s reported that Mukhabarat. the Synan inicthgence 
organization, which kept Turkish journalists who spoke 
with Apo [nom de guerre for Abdullah Ocalan) under 
close surveiiiance. 1s trying to pressure the circle around 
him 


Ponting to the Bush )zal talks held at Camp David as 
well as talks held by Secretary of State James Baker with 
Hafiz al-Asad mn Damascus. PAK officials sand: The arm 
of Washington and Ankara 1s to rsolate us. They want to 
draw Syma ito this scheme 
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Pomting out that the sympathy being felt in Syria. 
primarily among the military. for Kurds 1s contunuing. a 
PKK official sasd: it might be true that they wanted to 
lum. Our access to northern Iraq or the Academy. 


In response to a question by a journalist on the assess- 
ment that should President Ozal withdraw the Turkish 
troops from southeast Anatolia there would be no reason 
for the PKK to exist, Ocalan objected. saying: We are not 
just a movement of guerrillas. we are a political party 
based on the hopes of millions. 


lt was learned. in the meantime. that the telephone lines 
of the PKK headquarters in Damascus had been cut off 
for three days. While PKK officials explain this by saying 
that this 1s a technical problem as the lines were damaged 
by the recent rains, « 1s rumored that the lines were 
intentionally cut by the Syrian authorities. Explaining 
his plans for a Kurdish National Congress to be con- 
vened with the participation of the Talaban: and Barzani 
groups and the PKK. Apo said: Our aim 1s to convene 
the genuine representatives of Kurds living in Turkey 
Iran, Iraq. and Syria. The PKK has been conducting 
work on this project for a long time. The guerrillas in 
Botan, the peshmerga in Zakho. the Kurdish peasants 
living on (Rizarye) as well as all partees and organizations 
must come together to establish their own legislative and 
executive organs so that the Kurdish people can be 
governed by their genuine representatives. 


Pointing out thal a preparatory commiutice has been 
established to work for the realization of the congress. 
which now has had to downgrade its activities because of 
the “revolutionary developments” in northern Iraq. Apo 
said: While every Kurdish group carries out its struggle 
m accordance with the conditions i lives mm. work must 
continue for a free and united Kurdistan. 


Offers Conditional U nion 


143103084291 Istanbul CUMHURIVET im Turkish 
24 Mar 91 pp I. 14 


[Text] (CUMHURIYET News Center}— In a statement 
to three Turkish journalists visiting Damascus yesterday 
[23 March]. the leader of the PKK [Workers Party of 
Kurdistan}. Abdullah Ocalan. explained his views on the 
subjects of [Kurdish] independence. freedom. and the 
State 


He sand: We are not a separatist movement. It would be 
wrong to assume that we will surely and quickly found a 
state. We also reject the theory that all problems are 
settled by revolutionary violence. In our struggic. we are 
open to all methods. | am saying this from a position of 


strength. 


Pointing out in a satisfied manner that he has recently 
become the center of great interest from local and foreign 
press, Apo [nom de guerre for Abdullah Ocalan] said: 
Rumors of dialogue, an agreement, and concessions are 
being spread. Some press members make it a port to 
question me carefully about these subjects. Let me put it 
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bluntly, We are open to all devclopments within the 
framework of Kurdish independence and freedom. This 
problem cannot be solved through revolutionary +vi0- 
lence only. Other methods can also contribute to the 
Kurdish people's free cxupression of their polstical will. 
We do not feel weak: on the contrary. we feel strong. 
Thai 1s why we are open to other methods and proposals. 


Charging that the Turkish press 1s drstorteng hes state- 
ments and the PK.K's activities and strategy. Apo said 
that sometimes foreign press and tclevision members 
also distort his statements for their own policies and use 
them for their own purposes. 


Apo continued: We are not a separatist movement and 
our immediate arm 1 not to snatch territory from 
Turkey. In response to a question on the subject of 
freedom and independence. Ocalan sard This should be 
understood as the Kurdish people's right to freely 
express their politocal will, to carry owt thew political 
organization. and to be reheved of all kinds of pressures. 


Stressing that the rssucs of independence and the estab- 
lishment of a state should not be mixed. Ocalan said: 
Some peoples in the world have their own state, bul are 
not independent. On the other hand. some people do not 
have their own state but are free 


Explaining that for him an independent. united Kurdish 
State +s the ideal. Ocalan said that they could consider 
going into a political, economic, and social union based 
on the equality of the Turkish and Kurdish peoples. For 
this to be realized. of course. both sides must fully realize 
their equality and freedom. he added. 


Rejecting allegations that President Ozal’s new Kurdish 
policies are causing Ocalan to lose support im the move- 
ment ard become rsolated. he sand: No people support 
their leader as much as the Kurds. The poor and muiser- 
able Kurdish peasants are willingly offering their leader 
not only the necessary moral and political support. but 
also every bit of bread they possess. 


Claiming that last year thei guernila tactics were suc- 
cessful, Ocalan said that thes new strategy will achieve 
even better results. 


Noting that institutions like the state of emergency 
region and special tearns will gradually disappear as 4 
result of policies pursued by Oval. Ocalan said: All of a 
sudden everybody i pro- Kurdish. Perhaps one day 
{State of Emergency Region Governor] Hayr Kozak- 
croghu will become the president of an association to 
promote the Kurdish movement’ 


In response to questions on the lifting of bans on the 
Kurdish language. Apo said: The main problem 1s poli- 
ical freedom. lt 1s umpossible to speak about the inde- 
pendence of a people with no political freedom 
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Decument Formulated on “Kurdish Minority’ Ixsue 
11310314549] Istanhed GUN AYVDIN om Teriod 
JS War Yi p i? 


[Report by Goksel Polat} 


[Text] Turkey's response m the micrnatronal arcna to 
micasive Wesicrn propaganda and pressurc concerning 
the “Kurdish minority” well be “that the Turkish 
Republi well certamly not drcrimenate between its 
Mushm crtuzens when of rs chmenating carsteng mncqual- 
tees CVER among its non-Mushm minoritics within the 
framework of the secularmt principles uf has adopicd ~ 
Turkey well also rarse the weew “that whole of 1s generally 
aceepted that 200 years of togetherness created an Amet- 
Kan naton, fons mooncenvable that 10 centurcs of 
common twig should not have created a common 
Turkish sdentity mm Anatoha ~ 


The Turkesh Government has clarified and formulated 
imto a document the polrcy t well pursuc agarnst Wesicrn 
propaganda on the cartence of a “Kurdish minority” in 
Turkey and its aspiratrons for © According 
to mformation received by a GLUNAYDIN correspon. 
dent from sources close to the government, Turkey will 
wee the following arguments vis-a-ves the West with 
regard to the Kurdish msuc 


The Turks begap sctthng m Anatoha from the 7th and 
Sth centurres and were finally settled m these arcas by 
the [ith century. The people of Anatoha, who have been 
ruled enterely by the Turks sence the tomes of the Schuks. 
constitute the Turkish auctews of the empire that 
extended mto the Araman Peninsula. Africa. and 
Europe. There cannot be discrimination among the 
people who live mm castern and southeastern Anatoha 
The most recent 10-centurytong Turkish rule has cre- 
ated unity of rehgron, sect, language. culture, and seals 
m Anatoha, which acts as a bredge between bavi and 
West and where various crvehzations have mtcrmingicd 
throughout history 


(dur crizens who live mm castcra Ana*ha are an integral 
part of our natron. They are members of a natron, which 
shares the same valucs mm language. rchgron, culture, and 
natronal wentity and which has preserved these valucs 
until today. Separateng some of these cotizens as well as 
then mghts and responsbulitees from the rest would be 
racial drscrumination 


Certam corcles clam that the Turks have made ut a 
sysiematn Sate policy to suppress the “Kurdish” lan- 
guage and culture’ They contend that there « #0 
meaning of port im allowing the “Kurdish” language 
because the “Kurds” will newer be free m the truc scaw 
of the word until they gam thew mdependence and 
therefore then culture and language will never be free of 
Turkish sovereignty and aggreswon, Tt 1s evident that 
these clanms will not conform with the (SCE process 


“Pro-Kurdish” crcles speak about “Kurdistan” and the 
“Kurdish history.” allegeng that the “Kurds” hove 
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always been opprewed and hawe been denied thew 
human mghts. and that the Turks are Mongohan 
mvaders. An wndependent “herdrsh” atc, however, has 
never camied om hrstery 


The “Kerds” claem that they arc 2 matron and demand 
mdecpendence not only on Terkey. bat om all countries m 
whech they we Ewery “Kerd™ benefits equally from the 
country's crvec and human rnghts as a cotizen of Turkey 
They. on the other hand. clarm that they can bencin 
from these crvec and heman mghts only of they ahandon 
then “Kerdrsh” sdenmtety 


Poltscal and cultural sdentetecs are compictely different 
thongs. Turkey bebrewes that ewery language. rchgron, and 
cthax group should be culturally protected m every 
country. Polrtecal sdentety. however, 6 agarnst the con- 
cept of a unitary state and «= the sarteng pom of an 
imdcpendence movement No country can allow the 
disruption of its polrtecal enety. Nor can Turkey 


Commentary Views Kurdish Party | cader’s Role 
1 18008149991 Ietanted WILT E Tom Terk 
’* Var Vip is 


[Mchmect Ah eerand commentary “We Arc FE vagger- 
ateng Apo's Rote] 


[Excerpts] | conducted a long and detarled second con- 
versation with Abdullah (hcalan [nom de gucrre Apo} in 
addition to what was published om the sewspaper, the 
conversation focused on Ocalan’s dary tfc, bis world 
outlook, bes general philosaphy. hes capectatrom. hrs 
way of runneng the PAK [Workers Party of Kurdistan] 
what he wants to achreve through the armed siruggic 
and the mticrnal and cxternal rclatroms of bes party 
Naturally. he treed te parent the pecterc he wanted, but he 
was surprrungly canded (put Whe om our first conver. 
tron). From hes replecs, of was powssble to get an mmktong 
ahout hes way of themkeng and hes sencr world 


Two factors aflected mec mow 


tine of them was Apo's capectatroms from the armed 
Mrugghe 


1 asked bem to cxplam te me concretely when he will be 
satesfied that he has achrewed hes goal “When will you 
tell yourself that you won the armed struggle’ bor 
cramplc, will thes happen when your pucrriilas wie a 
repron” Or, well ot he when you contra a few cots” Oh 
when hundreds of thowsands rebel and porn your guct 
rflas mm acto” 


1 was currows to heow what bes creterea were and what he 
would quality as “vectery ~ 


He accused me of themkeng small He sand “The goal ns 
the eviabinhment of genuine democracy and wxral and 
political freedom om Turkey and the granteng of thew 
reghts to the people ~ He spoke of an abstract and eternal 
Viruggic lt was almost as though he had begun vecwrng 
the struggic as a way of life He crther docs not realize oF 
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he docs not want to realize that 4 1% now mmpossibic to 
achieve a goal through the use of force and that the acw 
world order «5 devon’ of movements that will suppor 
such secesssonrs! actions. 


1 beleve that he derives hes greatest strength from 
Turkey's policy of oppression Therefore. new overtures 
dusturd hom. He understands that hrs rarson d'etre may 
disappear if Turkey changes its policy, but he quickly 
adds: “No, no one can achieve that. Even Ozal cannot 
achieve it. You cannot nd yourselves of the stick policy. ~ 
He 1s relying on an unchanging Turkish Governmeni 
policy to continue the armed struggic and sustain his 
guernilas. 


These factors are the basis of the unrest and discomfon 
that | have observed. The stress caused by the opposition 
within the party and among the gucrnilas together with 
the policy change in Turkey has disrupted the old order. 
He has the mental conditions of person entering an 
unknown arena. a new circle For a moment he becomes 
the self confident Apo in control of everything and then 


suddenly he changes fully revealing his troubles. 


He seems as though he ss on the verge of a new phase 
getteng ready to shed hrs previous skin. He 1s aware that 
he has to make important decison: but he does not want 


powers as well as aggrandized his effectiveness within 
the organization 


As though we beleve that once Apo was climinated the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| beheve that this is a very exaggerated view 


Yes, Apo is a leader. His words arc generally heeded. 
1s the one who makes the 
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Although he says. “This «¢ what | specifically want, we 
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are exercising democracy.” he does not conceal the fact 
that he has vanous probierns. 


If we take into consaderation hrs life between Damascus 
and the camp. the fact that be has not iefi—and at thes 


ht looks as though the PK.K. which 1s fighting against the 
bug Turkesh Army. its weapons. helicopters. and its large 
budget. and which desprie thrs has managed for years to 
contenuc its assaults. « being directed by remote icie- 
phone control 


There 1s something wrong here 


Even of the PKK 1s smaiiier and poorer than we imagined. 
it extends from Germany to Turkey. including camps in 
Iran and Iraq. and party officials in Sweden. France. and 
Bewut. Apo cannot direct thes extended PKK from 


In thes Contest, Apo 1s not as emportant to the PKK as we 
first uemagined Maybe he was > the beginning. bul thrs 1s 
longer the case [It seems to me that without Apo. the 
be fragmented, but « will survive. It «6 now 

sts strength from other sources—not from the 
outside. but from inside. from at least one section of the 


I themk thes 1s the fact that we have been missing. This is 
the fact our officials should actually focus on No matter 
how much we dislike or crvtecize hes style. thes 1s the truth 
Orval stumbled on It 1s also the key to our problems. 


Today, Apo may not be the old powerful leader he was 
and the movement he started may survive without him. 
but hes leadership is not shaky This is another conclu- 
On WE Must NOt jump at. Apo docs not have another 
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them. and kill them. or should we try to stuff 
the same boa’ Or should we trv other 
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What do you say” 


Relations With Syria, Kurdish Issues Discussed 
743003 132491 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 
26 Mar 91 p 16 


[Report by Mehmet Ali Birand] 


[Text] Syrian President Hafiz al-Asad. in a directive he 
sent to Syrian security officials, instructed them not to 
allow any activities that might disrupt the basic security 
and stability of Turkey. 


Both Farug al-Shar’, Syrian minister of foreign affairs. 
and Talabani, one of the northern Iraqi Kurdish leaders. 
told MILLIYET that during their long mectings with 
Syrian President al-Asad, the Syrian leader repeatedly 
referred to the importance he attaches to Turkish-Synan 
relations and stressed that Turkey's stability 1s important 
both for Syria and the region. According to Talabani. 
al-Asad described O7zal as “a realistic leader one can deal 
with” and stressed the need for continued contacts and 
an expanded dialogue between the Iraqi Kurdish oppo- 
sition leaders and Ankara. Talabani added that during 
this meeting, al-Asad was mostly interested in his visit to 
Ankara, the contacts held with Turkish officials. and 
recent changes in Turkey's Kurdish policy. 


Syrian Minister of Foreign Affairs al-Shar’, in his state- 
ment stressing rapidly advancing Turkish-Syrian rela- 
trons, said: A few years ago we could not openly say that 
we attach great »mportance to Turkey's security because 
we were mutually suspicious. Today. the situation has 
changed. There Are Two Problems: 


Weter and Apo 


There are two important problems in Turkish-Syrian 
relations. 


One 1s the “water problem.” when viewed from the 
Syrian angle, and the other is the “Apo problem.” from 
the Turkish angle. 


The water problem was aggravated once more last year 
when the water supply was cut for a month to fill the 
dams. Syria, which was faced with various difficulties 
that even led to electricity cuts, described this move as 
hostile. They said, despite the fact that in 1987, Turgut 
Ozal, who was then prime minister, repeatedly pledged 
that Turkey would supply 500 cubic meters of water per 
second throughout the year, he did not stand by his 
word. Turkey, on the other hand, stresses that because of 
the one month cut and the seasonal droughts, this 
amount at times falls below the 500 cubic meter line but 
that during the other months this amount is increased in 
a bid to bring the yearly average up to the 500 figure. 


Syria insists that Syria, Iraq and Turkey, the three 
countries that benefit from the waters of the Euphrates 
and the Tigris, should conclude an agreement within the 
framework of a conference and determine decisively the 
ratio of the water supplies from these rivers in order to 
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achieve a long-term guarantee regarding the waters of the 
Euphrates and in order not to leave 1 to the whims of 
Turkey. 


Farug al-Shar’ said: Water 1s tantamount to life. No 
matier which country has the source of that river, every 
country through which it flows has a claim on this water. 
Whereas Turkey. which 1s inclined to solve the water 
probiem on a bilateral level sand: Why should we grant a 
right to others over something whose origin 1s within our 
territory? Do we interfere with the oil in Arab territory” 


Thus sssue 1s still a problem between these two countries. 
a problem with an increased tension during the summer 
months and a decreased one during the winter. 


From Turkey's perspective the “problem”™ 1s the training 
camps of PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan] leader 
Abdullah Ocalan that are situated in Damascus as well as 
the al-Biga’ valley in Lebanon which 1s under the control 
of the Syrian security forces. 


Ape, the Political hefugee 


When Apo escaped from Turkey into Syria in 1979 he 
requested and was granted “political asylum.” It 1s the 
traditional policy of Syria to turn a blind eye to the 
activities of all political refugee “groups”"—primarily the 
Palestinians—that are apt to serve the views and funda- 
mental policies of Damascus. The only condition ts that 
certain laws be observed and that the limits drawn by 
al-Asad not be crossed. 


Within the framework of this policy of general tolerance. 
soon after he settled in Damascus Apo activated the 
Palestinian camp he took over from the Palestinian 
Hawatimah group. This was a period when Turkey 
siremgly condemned Syria as being a “terrorist training 
camp” and applied pressure on Syria, »ncluding the 
water trump card. because the training of Turkish leftist 
organizations members in Palestinian camps in Syria 
lead to domestic terror. The presence of the PKK was in 
the interests of Syria because was, thus, holding a 
trump card as well. Furthermore, Turkey's aid to the 
Muslim Brotherhood opposed to al-Asad led to further 
lenience on the part of Damascus toward the activities of 
the PKK. 


As PKK’'s criminal activities began to increase in 
Turkey, Turkey increased its pressure on Damascus. As 
a matter of fact. based on the agreement signed in 1983 
on “the mutual exchange of criminals.” Turkey officially 
requested the return of Abdullah Ocalan in 1985 but the 
reply it received was: We do not know such a person. He 
does not live here. 


With Prime Minister Turgut O7zal’s visit to Syria in 
1987. Turkey changed its general approach towards 
Syria. On the one hand, the past hard-line policy was 
renounced and on the other, a guaranice was given for 
the first time that, on the water rssuc, 500 cubic meters 
per second would be supplied. At the same meeting. the 
Turkish delegation. and primarily Interior Minister 
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Akbulut, asked that detailed information be supplied on 
the whereabouts of Apo, that he be captured, and 
returned to Turkey. Syria, however, this time in addition 
to the awkwardness and drawbacks of acknowledging 
and capturing someone which it had claimed not to 
“know™ in the past, also took into consideration the 72 
separate groups within its territory and the reaction of 
the !.5 million Kurds and chose not to change its policy. 


Apo, having seen the pressure Turkey was applying on 
Syria, during the 1980-85 period began to distribute his 
forces among other countries in order not to risk the 
basic facilities supplied by Damascus and the camp 
which played a vital role in pulling the PKK together 
again in the aftermath of the 12 September shock. He 
sent some of his guerrillas to Iran, some to Iraq, and a 
large part of them to Turkey. Today, the camp in the 
section of Lebanon which is under Syrian control is not 
of as vital importance as it used to be. The facilities 
supplied by Damascus to Apo (in other words the 
leadership), however. such as house rentals, telephone 
services, the possibility for movement and contact, are 
still most important. 


Apo? Who Is He? 


Although Turkey continued its policy of requesting the 
return of Apo in the time that has passed since that 
period, a change has occurred in Turkey's basic views on 
the issue. The view that Apo’s existence under Syrian 
contro! is not such a bad idea, that his move to another 
place would cause graver problems because he would no 
longer be under control, and that his activities might be 
followed while he remains under Syrian control began to 
gain strength. As a result, the reaction to the Syrian stand 
was no longer that strong. 


Syria still does not acknowledge the existence of a person 
called Apo when “an official request is submitted.” As a 
matter of fact, during an interview with the “32nd Day” 
program Syrian Minister of Foreign Affairs Farug al- 
Shar’, in reply to a question regarding Apo, replied: Apo? 
Who 1s he? | do not know of such a person. 


I told him that he is living in Damascus and that I 
actually met him the day before. He still did not budge 
from his stand. When the interview in front of the 
cameras was over, however, and a private conversation 
was initiated, a totally different Syrian policy and 
approach emerged. It became evident that « would be 
very difficult from the Syrian point of view to return Apo 
to Turkey, that such a move would cause panic among all 
the Palestinian, Lebanese and Iraqi groups, and that it 
would even precipitate a strong reaction in view of the 
change in Syria's fundamental policies. 


There 1s a very true and noteworthy point in what 
al-Shar’ said: The main problem (the Kurdish problem) 
iS among yourselves. When you solve this domestic 
problem, then Apo will no longer be important. 
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In other words. he says: Instead of struggling with us and 
trying to eliminate Apo, try and solve your major prob- 
lems first. We can keep Apo under tight control and 
solve that problem. Apo is not important. What is 
important 1s what 1s happening among yourselves. 


He is very right on this issuc. 


The fact that after 12 years Syria, for the first time, 
captured Apo while he was on his way to the Lebanese 
camp and detained him for 2 days before releasing him ts 
being described as a concrete sign of President Hafiz 
al-Asad’s new policy directed toward Turkey and gener- 
ally toward the West. 


This stand, which al-Shar’ confirmed in our private 
conversation, contains two signals: 


i) The signal directed to Apo says: Be careful, from now 
on we will exert a tighter control on your actions. Take 
care not to reach a point where you might disrupt our 
relations with Turkey. 


2) The signal directed to Turkey indicates that though 
Apo cannot be returned to Turkey his actions will be 
kept under control and that Turkey's sensibilities will 


not be ignored. 


This policy change toward Apo results from Syria's 
efforts to get closer to the United States and to earn the 
trust of the West in order to play a more significant role 
in the region and to secure its continued presence in 
Lebanon. Damascus is well aware that it has to curtail 
the activities of the groups within its territory if it wants 
to establish good relations with the West. Apo 1s, thus, 
receiving his lot within this framework. The other groups 
will soon realize that the circle is closing in on them. 


Is Apo a Prisoner? 


This situation in making the PKK leader very anxious. 
He is not concealing his distress and reaction. He ts 
aware that he is under surveillance and that if the circle 
around him gets smaller he can no longer stay here. Even 
if he attempts to move to another place, he suspects that 
the Syrians will not be willing to let him go. 


Ocalan said: It makes me angrier to know that Syria 1s 
doing all this for Turkey. He added that for the time 
being he will wait and sce and reach a decision after 
seeing whether Damascus actually intends to apply pres- 
sure on him. 


Taking leave from Apo after long conversations, | got the 
impression that the PKK leader has reached a crossroads 
and that he is well aware of this. Uncertainties have 
brought him and his party to the brink of very difficult 
decisions. 


He said: When we talked in 1988, great problems were 
emerging but | did not want to acknowledge them. I tried 
to ignore the issues. Today, as a result of the great 
struggle | have been through, | am much more confident 
in implementing the practicalities, | am standing firm on 
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the ground. | have gained experience. I pay more alten- 
ton to the balance of power. I am a better politician. 


Let us see if these experiences will yield any results. 


If the Turkish Republic gives priority to its humane and 
reasonable policy regarding the Kurdish problem and if 
it Can pul it into practice, then Apo and the PKK have 
almost no chance. Maybe the incidents will continue and 
arms will be used. but the Kurdish problem will pass 
from the hands of the PKK to the initiative of the 
Turkish Republic. The key is not Syria’s return of Apo to 
Turkey or the activities of the PKK. The key is in our 
hands. 


Strict Security Measures Taken at Iraqi Border 


7.43003 195991 Istanbul TERCUMAN in Turkish 
26 Mar 91 p? 


[Report by Ali Oncu] 


[Text] Habur. (TERCUMAN}— Turkey is closely fol- 
lowing the uprising against Saddam Husayn undertaken 
by Kurds living in northern Iraq. Security forces are alert 
to infiltrations that can occur across the Turkish border. 


Extraordinary measures have been taken along our 
southeastern border upon reports that the Kurds now 
have the upper hand in the area and were advancing 
toward Syria. While Army units are on alert. civilian 
security teams are after those who cross the border 


illegally. 


Ali Balkan Metel, commander of the customs security 
unit at the gate, said that there is an increasing number 
of smugglers crossing in addition to those secking refuge. 
He said that all necessary measures have been taken to 
prevent the smugglers from carrying out any terrorist 
acts. He added that secret compartments were used in 
vehicles to smuggle goods. He added: Our main task 1s 
the protection of all goods stored within the customs area 
of the gate. However, we are doing our best to contribute 
to the security and defense of the area. 


Pointing out that shells used on the other side of the 
border were sometimes hitting Turkish soil, Metel said 
that these were causing damage to buildings as well as 
vehicles parked in the area. 


Soviet Envoy on Bilateral Ties, Role in Gulf 


743103065691 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
2100 GMT 30 Mar 91 


[Text] Soviet Ambassador to Ankara Albert Chernyshev 
has said that Turkey could play a very important role in 
postwar arrangements in the Gulf and can act as a 
bridge. Chernyshev noted that relations between Turkey 
and the Soviet Union are developing rapidly. 


According to the ANATOLIA, in a news conference in 
Ankara today, Chernyshev declared that the USSR wel- 
comes the Turkish proposal to host a conference to 
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discuss all problems in the Gulf region. The Soviet 
ambassador remarked that his country also supports the 
establishment of international economic cooperation in 
the Gulf region. Regional countries must cooperate if 
security 18s to be guaranteed in the Gulf, Chernyshev 
added. 


The ambassador explained that the two countries share 
identical or very similar views concerning all regional 
and international issues discussed during President 
Turgut Ozal’s visit t© Moscow. Chernyshev said that 
arrangements in the afiermath of the Gulf war are also 
included in this. 


Chernyshev announced that Gorbachev. too, was invited 
to Turkey and that this visit will probably take place at 
the end of the year or at the beginning of next year. 
Pointing out that relations between Turkey and the 
USSR are rapidly developing. Chernyshey recounted 
that the bilateral volume of trade. which stood at $350 
million three years ago, reached $1.9 billion last year. 


Commenting on developments in the Soviet Union. 
Chernyshev said that the aim 1s to change the unitary 
state model for a genuine federal system based on the 
free will of the republics. 


Sungurlu Meets Visiting Soviet Delegation 
7.42903150791 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1100 GMT 29 Mar 91 


[Text] Justice Minister Mahmut Oltan Sungurlu has said 
that the amnesty bill prepared by the ministry will be 
valid only for crimes committed prior to 31 December 
1990. 


Sungurlu today received a Soviet parliamentary delega- 
tion composed of members of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet’s Public Security and Fight Against Crime Com- 
mittee. 


In reply to questions by journalists during the mecting. 
Sungurlu said that he cannot at this stage give any more 
details on the bill, adding that the bill has been prepared 
taking into consideration various alternatives. He added 
that the bill is now ready to be submitted for the 
approval of the Council of Ministers. 


In a statement during the visit by the Soviet delegation. 
Sungurlu said that recently relations between the two 
countries have progressed significantly. though not to 
the level desired. 


Soviet Ambassador to Ankara Albert Chernyshev was 
also present during the mecting. 


Visa Facilities Granted to Soviet Citizens 


742903150191 Ankara ANATOLIA in Enelish 
0900 GMT 29 Mar 9! 


[Text] Ankara/Moscow (A.A}—Turkey will begin to 
facilitate visa formalities for Soviet citizens as of April 1. 
official sources said on Thursday. 
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Under the new implementation Sovict citizens will be 
able to obtain visas for 10 dollars in Istanbul, Ankara 
and at the Sarp border gate between the two countries. 
Visas issued this way will be valid for one month. 


Those who want to stay in Turkey for more than a month 
will have the mght to obtain visas of longer duration from 
Turkish consulates or representations as before. 


The recent facility has been recognized in view of the 
rising number of Soviet citizens who form long ques in 
front of the Turkish consulate in Moscow. 


ICO Welcomes Proposal To Host Conference 


142903172791 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1600 GMT 29 Mar ¥1 


[Text] Cairo (AA}—Hamid al-Gabid. the secretary gen- 
eral of the Islamic Conference Organization [ICO]. has 
said that ICO has received the Turkish proposal. to host 
an international conference on the Arab-Israeli conflict. 


positively. 


In a Statement to ANATOLIA in Cairo. al-Gabid said 
that the ICO has. for a long tume. supported the idea of 
convening an international conference on the Middle 
East issue with the participation of the five permanent 
members of the UN Security Council and all the parties 
concerned. 


Noting that Turkey's proposal to host such a conference 
was received positively. al-Gabid said: In view of its 
relations with the Western and Islamic worlds. it would 
be beneficial for Turkey to undertake such a role. 


Pointing out that the Gulf war led to divisions within the 
Islamic world, al-Gabid expressed the belief. however. 
that the Arab and Islamic countries will learn a lesson 
from the past and begin a new phase in the future. 


The ICO secretary general said that Turkey. being the 
chairman of the ICO Permanent Committee for Eco- 
nomic and Trade Cooperation (ISEDAK). will also play 
a significant role in the fields of construction and eco- 
nomic cooperation in the region in the aftermath of the 
Gulf war. 


Hamid al-Gabid said that the issuc will be taken up at 
the next ISEDAK meeting and that a detailed plan might 
be prepared. 


He noted that at the meeting he held with Turkish 
Foreign Minister Ahmet Kurtcebe Alptemocin in Jiddah 
some time ago they reviewed the preparations in connec- 
tion with the 20th round of the ICO foreign ministers 
meetings to be held in Istanbul between 3 and 8 August. 


Noting that there are many issucs on the conference's 
agenda. al-Gabid said: 


There are close to 100 political. economic and cultural 
issues On the agenda. At the meetings | am going to hold 
in Cairo with Egyptian and Arab League officials | will 
be discussing the general atmosphere and not the agenda. 
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As you know, the Gulf crisis has caused a division in the 
Islamic world. We are. therefore. exerting efforts to 
ensure that the Istanbul conference be successful and be 


held in a positive atmosphere. 


Hamid al-Gabid said that the summit conference which 
was supposed to be held in Dakar. the capital of Senegal. 
last January but which was indefinitely postponed 
because of the Gulf crisis. might be held in the first half 
of December. 


Noting that contacts are continuing on the rssue with the 
member countries, al-Gabid concluded by saying that an 
official announcement will be made when a final deci- 
sion 1s reached on the date. 


Step Noted for Improved Relations With Armenia 


743003153991 Istanbul CL MHURIVET in Turkish 
22 Mar Yi pti 


[Text] Ankara (CUMHURIYET Bureau}—As 24 April 
approaches, the date Armenian communities living in 
the United States and various other countries Commem- 
orate as the anniversary of the so-called Armenian geno- 
cide. Ankara is getting ready for a significant stcp to 
establish direct relations with the Armenian Soviet 
Socialist Republic. 


This step to be undertaken by Ankara. which sometimes 
encounters difficulties in its relations with ceria 
Western capitals because of the allegations of the Arme- 
nian genocide. is considered to be the result of the advice 
given by the U.S. and Soviet Administrations in favor of 
the improvement of relations with the Armenian 
Republic. 


Officials Report 343 Iraqis Seeking Asylum 
7.43003064391 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
2100 GMT 29 Mar 9i 


[Text] Another 343 Iraqis have sought asylum in Turkey 
after entering the country near Hakkari’s Semdinh Dis- 
trict. According to information received by our corre- 
spondent from officials. the 343 Iraqis. who crossed into 
Turkey near Semdinhi’s Derecik village. are being sent to 
various districts for interrogation and medical cxamina- 
trons. 


Over 2,000 Iraqi Refugees Arrive in 24 Hours 


7.43103181191 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 31 Mar 9! 


{Text} Over 2.000 Iraqis have crossed into Turkey from 
the Hakkari border during the iast 24 hours. It 1s 
reported that the Iraqis. who crossed over at the Derecik 
region of Semdinl: district. are going through medical 
checkups. Of those who crossed over. 460 have been sent 
to Semdinlhi. Hakkari Governor Sahabettin Arput said 
that the remaining refugees will be sent to various other 
central provinces and districts. Meanwhile. 360 Iraqis. 
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who had taken refuge in Turkey earlier, have been sent to 
Kayseri and Sivas. Currently there are over 3,000 Iraqis 
in Hakkari. 


Economic Growth for 1990 Reported at 9.2 Percent 


743103102391 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1000 GMT 31 Mar 91 


{Text} Turkey's growth rate for 1990 was 9.2 percent. 
The State Statistics Institute announced national income 
figures for 1990. Accordingly. last year's gross national 
product increased by 68.6 percent al current prices and 
by 9.2 percent at fixed prices. In its first estimate, the 
Institute announced the growth rate as !0 percent and in 
its second estimate. as 9.1 percent. 
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Strike at Turkish Airlines To Protest Wage Agreement 


TA0104100591 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
0900 GMT 1 Apr 91 


[Text] Istanbul (A.A}—Ten thousand workers employed 
by Turkish Airlines (THY) went on strike at midnight 
Sunday-Monday to protest stalled collective bargaining 
talks with the employer. 


THY flights to 14 domestic destinations and 49 destina- 
tions abroad as well as ground services have been dis- 
rupted as a result. 


THEY A-ls (civil aviation) trade union decided to go on 
strike when six months of collective bargaining with this 
(the Turkish Heavy Industry and Service Sector Public 
Employers Syndicate) failed to produce a result. 


Union leader Atilla Aycin told workers they should not 
allow themselves to be provoked by outside effects and 
pursue their struggle with common sense. 























